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Presidentôs Message:  School Budgets 
Cut, Private Fundraising Fills Gap  

     Fall marks the return to school for millions of stu-

dents across California.  For the approximately 3,200 

public school students in the Riviera, programs and 

classes this year may be  affected because of the cu-

mulative effects of state budget cuts and cost-saving 

measures of the last three years.  

     The Torrance Unified School District receives 

93% of its funding from the state of California, but 

the district has seen $56 million dollars cut from state 

funding since 2008, according to the TUSD website.  

In the face of the decreasing revenue, the TUSD has 

had to lay off more than 400 employees, many of 

them teachers, and had to eliminate some programs 

with expensive equipment or instruments. The 

straight academic, book-learning classes are funded, 

but extra-curricular and hands-on classes may not be.  

     Several parent and school groups have been work-

ing to privately support programs and build back the 

number of teacher hours. Riviera Elementary has had 

several fundraising events to hire hourly teachers to 

supplement classroom instruction.  According to the 

Riviera Elementary Bring Teachers Back website, 

The PTSA, faculty and parents have raised $98,044 

dollars since November 2010, which will pay for 

2,292 hours of instruction. Christie Forshey, Riviera 

principal, says their priorities were for ñ technology 

instruction, science labs, art and music programs, PE 

coaching and field trips,ò all of which they can now 

offer in the fall of 2011. 

 

RHA General Meeting 

Donôt forget to calendar the 

RHA general meeting on 
Wednesday, October 12, 7PM at 

Richardson Middle School cafeteria.  
The topic will be ñThe State of the 

Hillside Overlay Ordinance,ò and the 
speaker will be City Councilman Cliff 

Numark.  Mr. Numark will discuss the 

decision -making process of the planning 
commission and city council in hillside 

cases, and where it seems to be head-
ing in the future.  He will take questions 

from audience members, or you can 
email your question in advance of the 

meeting to president@ hollywoodrivi-
era.org. Be part of this important dis-

cussion!  

Also on the agenda will be the results 

from the neighborhood survey of issues 
and concerns taken in August /

September.  

 

Doors open at 6:30 PM.  Coffee and 

light refreshments will be served.   

Richardson Middle School Cafeteria  

23471 Nancy Lee Lane (off Newton)  

 

 Torrance City Councilman  

Cliff Numark  
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Riviera Elementary School ñcirca 1950õs 

 

**South High Standout**  

  Alex Hattori, 14, incoming freshman at South High, placed in the top 10 at the nation-

al yoyo championship in 2011,  

 

Google his name to see some amazing yoyo tricks on Youtube.   

Go Alex!!  

Richardson Middle School is also heavily dependent on PTSA funding, booster clubs and corporate 

sponsors. Principal Chad Mabery told us, ñShrinking state funds allow us to operate at a very basic 

level.  Local fundraising has given us resources we otherwise would not have, such as new computers, 

LCD projectors, document cameras, science lab supplies, physical education equipment and art en-

richment programs.ò  Richardson technology teacher Joe Petito flatly states ñI would not be able to 

teach the Introduction to Engineering class without significant corporate and private donations and 

contributions.  At Richardson, we are always looking to make contact with people in industry to sup-

port our programs, especially non-academic programs like vocational arts, music and applied busi-

ness.ò He stressed the value of these activities, saying that the hands-on vocational and mechanical 

programs are ñthe kinds of programs that get students into the job market and cut the unemployment 

rate among young people.ò  

South High principal Scott McDowell told us that their fundraising focus is on extra-curricular 

programs.   ñNearly 100% of our activities programs are funded by private fundraising.  This includes 

all athletics, cheer, choir, band, theater, robotics, speech and debate, etc.  Basically, if it is extra curric-

ular, itôs supported mostly by private fundraising. When you combine all of our programs it ends up 

being several hundred thousand dollars per year ... I am happy that we have so many students and par-

ents working very hard to fund these programs.ò 

Public school students need our help more than ever.  If you are interested in helping local 

schools with donations, equipment, or  materials, contact the administration or PTSA at Riviera Ele-

mentary, Richardson Middle School or South High School. 

Marshall Stewart, 1923-2011 

 The Hollywood Riviera lost its longest-lived resident on September 5th. Marshall Stewart 

moved here in 1929 when he was six years old; his family occupied the third house built in the 

Riviera on Via Linda Vista. He became a local historian and has written several books about 

the Hollywood Riviera. He often recounted the time when you could take the Red Car trolley 

down Catalina Avenue all the way to downtown Los Angeles, and had many fond memories of 

the Hollywood Riviera Beach Club . He even recalled the time it burnt down in 1958, on the 

spot still known as ñBurnout Beachò. We will miss this kind and generous gentleman.  



 

Bill and Roxanne Glenn,   

5617 Via del Collado 

 

 Nestled between neighboring Melaleuca trees (Melaleuca quin-
quenvia) and an Olive (Olea europaea), the Glenns with the help 

of Dave Mata ï Villa Hermosa, have created a home blooming 

with exquisite color and bursting with detail.   

 You are welcomed by a gently bubbling fountain set upon a 

flagstone and grass patio. The riot of color is everywhere; cas-

cading beneath the Austrian Tree Fern (Cyathea Cooperi),  

Dragon Wing Begonia (Begonia óDragon Wing Redô), purple 

Scaevola (Scaevola óMauve Clustersô) and common geraniums 

(Pelargonium x hortorum) are in abundance.  The raised planter 

walls enclose the entry beautifully  and are filled with Flax 

(Phormium tenax óBronzeô), Lady Washington Geraniums 

(Pelargonium x domesticum), Variegated Hebe (Hebe 

óVariegataô), and Day Lilies (Hemerocallis hybrid). The ever-

finicky yet intoxicatingly fragrant Madagascar Jasmine 

(Stephanotis floribunda) has made itself quite at home filling 

multiple pots. Several topiaries are placed throughout the land-

scape along with terra cotta pots filled to the brim with red 

Trumpet vine (Distictus buccinatoria), Begonia and variegated 

ivy.  Whimsical wrought iron baskets are overflowing with col-

orful annuals at every turn. 

 The sun-drenched rear yard plays host to multiple overflowing 

succulent urns and plantings.  Boston Ivy (Parthenocissus tricus-

pidata) softens the walls that lead to a cascading waterfall, pool 

and fire pit surrounded by Flax, Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos 

flavidus) and Hebe. 

The home was built in 2004 by Jan and Dan Beck of Argon De-

velopment, Inc. and purchased by the Glenns in 2010. The 

Glenns have quickly created a lush, relaxing retreat and invite 

everyone to drive by at Christmas to enjoy their holiday decora-

tions. 

ñText by Janet Hart, Pictures by Julian Chasin 

    Outstanding Landscape Award  
Presented by the Riviera Garden Club and  

Riviera Homeowners Association  
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