
July 2011

A N  E X C L U S I V E  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  O F  T H E  H O L L Y W O O D  R I V I E R A

RIVIERAliving

Kelly & Laura Newsletter Inside...

Family
s p o t l i g h t



3July    Riviera Living2 Riviera Living    July

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the 

views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Riviera Living 

magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 

publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events take 

place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in this publication. 

™

© 2011 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.

www.n2pub.com

Rick Rizzo 
310.750.6574
rick.rizzo@n2pub.com 

Geneva Martin
Judy Brunetti
Janet Kaplan

Christie Joyce  Robb Hotchkiss
Erich Nickens  Alex Chioini
Amber Rogerson  Katie Sneed
Marie Nowell  Krista DeWitt
Adrienne Jensen Kylie Martin
Angelina Garcia  Amanda Barnette

AREA DIRECTOR

LOCAL EDITORS

CREATIVE TEAM

N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O N T A C T S

RI
VI

ER
A 

HO
M

EO
W

NE
RS

 A
SS

OC
IA

TI
ON

 
RH

A 
OF

FI
CE

RS
 E

M
AI

L 
AD

DR
ES

SE
S

www.hollywoodriviera.org

2011-12 Officers and Directors

The following RHA Officers can be contacted
through their e-mail:

president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
treasurer@hollywoodriviera.org  
dues@hollywoodriviera.org
newsletter@hollywoodriviera.org 
traffic@hollywoodriviera.org 
landscape@hollywoodriviera.org 
photog@hollywoodriviera.org
webmaster@hollywoodriviera.org 
scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org

I M P O R T A N T  P H O N E  N U M B E R S

Emergency Only 

City of Torrance - General Number

Airport Noise Abatement

City Council/Mayor’s Office

Community Development

Community Services

Library Services

Fire/Administration

Police/Information

Public Works

Water Emergency (after hours)

Torrance Animal Control

Transit

Animal Control (L.A. County)

Street Light Repair (Edison)

911

310-328-5310

310-784-7950

310-618-2801

310-618-5990

310- 618-2930

310- 618-5959

310-781-7000

310-328-3456

310-781-6900

310-781-7042

310-618-3850

310- 618-6266

310-523-9566

800-655-4555

First VP (Programs) 
Janet Kaplan
310-780-9641

Second VP (Membership) 
Judy Brunetti
310-378-5616

Secretary
Judy English
310-378-0361

Public Relations
Voc Gregorian
310-710-9080 

Treasurer
Cindy Costantino
310-376-1845

Newsletter Editor
Richard Root
310-375-1594

 

Hospitality Chair
Nancy Mansfield-Staudt
310-378-5334

Landscape Chair
Janet Hart
310-373-6507

Community Liaison
Pam Popovich
310-375-8729

Traffic Liaison
Mike Guidry
310-373-1944

Immediate Past President 
Roberta Blowers
310-930-1322

Webmaster/Photographer 
Julian Chasin
310-373-6314
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We are looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the summer and 
hearing your ideas and thoughts about our beautiful Hollywood Riviera neighborhood. 
No doubt about it, summer is the best time of the year to be here in the Riviera! The 
beach beckons, the water is warm enough to swim, the dolphins are jumping down 
near C Street, and the lemonade at the pier is cold and sweet! We like living here all 
year, be we LOVE living here in the summer!

       SERVING THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA COMMUNITY SINCE THE 1940s

THE

Riviera Homeowners Association
              P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505

       SERVING THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA COMMUNITY SINCE THE 1940s

THE

Riviera Homeowners Association
              P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505

Membership Form
JOIN the Riviera Homeowners Association (RHA) for 2011-2012

Your dues are an important contribution to our community. They allow us to provide scholarships to college 
bound students and donations to elementary and middle schools. They are also used to sponsor general meet-
ings in the Riviera on topics important to our community. They finance our communications and allow us 
to keep members informed on important issues being discussed in the City. Your dues allow us to thank the 
City when they are doing a great job and to express our concern when our property interests are impacted. If 
you are not a member, please consider joining. It is a small sum, well invested.

Membership runs from September thru August. Since our new membership and business year has 
begun, it’s time to join or renew your membership in the Rivera Homeowners Association today 
and help support the interests of our community. Membership dues are only $25 a year . Please fill 

out the form below or update the mailing label on reverse, enclose your check payable to “Riviera Homeowners 
Association”, and mail to RHA Membership, P.O. Box 1074, Torrance, CA 90505. Or, you can renew or join 
online through our PayPal system-it is quick and secure! Go to our website at www.hollywoodriviera.org

(Please note: Your street and/or email address are never shared with any third parties, and are
used only for the purpose of notifying our members about upcoming events and other important
information.)
Name:             Address:       
City:              Zip:   

Do you receive emails from us? If not, and you would like to be on our list,
please provide us with your email address:
Email:              

$25 Annual Membership for 2010-11 (Sept.-Aug.)

Additional contributions are always welcome!  $50  $100   Other:____

P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505 Serving The Hollywood Riviera Community Since The 1940s

Riviera Homeowners Association
the

President’s Message:  

Judy Brunetti Janet Kaplan

Our neighborhood offers a number of delights in the summer 
and we hope that you will enjoy them all. To be sure, spend 
some time walking on the beach and marveling at the pelicans, 
and don’t forget to support local and community events. There is 
a wonderful Farmer’s Market in the Riviera Village every Friday 
from 3:00 – 7:00 so get out and pick up some fresh produce 
from local growers. While you are in the Village enjoy one of 
the great new restaurants that have opened this year. 

Events around our area abound and range from cultural to 
sporting. The Shakespeare by the Sea performances will be July 
22 (King Lear)and July 23 (Much Ado About Nothing) at Wil-
son Park in Torrance and other performances at Hesse Park and 
at the beautiful Terranea Resort in our neighbor city of Rancho 
Palos Verdes. On the sporting front, the International Surf 
Festival takes place July 29-31 at Torrance, Redondo, Hermosa 
and Manhattan Beaches and features surfing championships, 
competitive swim races, beach volleyball and sand soccer com-
petitions.

On a personal level, consider what you can do to keep this a 
great area to live in. If you see some trash on the beach or side-
walk pick it up so that it doesn’t spoil the view for the next per-
son. If a neighbor’s garbage bin is blown over by the wind, take 
it in. Carpool with others to get the kids to school and activities 
on time. Walk a sick neighbor’s dog. Maintain your landscaping 
to preserve our views. Every little act of kindness helps to keep 
the Riviera the best place to live!

As a Board we are eager to hear your ideas to continually 
improve our special neighborhood so please take a moment to 
answer the brief survey on the RHA Membership application 

on the next page. You do not have to join or be a paid member 
to respond. We want to know what you feel are the most press-
ing issues and we will be reviewing the results of the survey at 
our September Board meeting and sharing them at our October 
General Meeting as part of our program titled: The State of The 
Hillside Overlay. We hope to see you all there!

*The Riviera Homeowners Association is not responsible for the mailing of the Riviera 
Living. Please contact Rick Rizzo with N2 Publications if you or any of your neighbors 
are not getting the publication and want to be included on the mailing list. 
Rick.rizzo@n2pub.com.  310-734-9113

Riviera HOA Announcements

We are sorry to announce that 2010/12 Riviera HOA President, 
Roberta Blowers has been forced to resign from her position 
due to an extended illness.  The Bylaws of the Association call 
for a successor to be appointed with the approval of the Board 
for the unexpired portion of the term of the office. As such, the 
Board has asked the two Vice-Presidents to serve as Co-Presi-
dents for the balance of the 2011/12 term and we have agreed!
 Judy Brunetti and Janet Kaplan are excited to be taking on the 
duties of the Co-President role.  To facilitate the flow of infor-
mation we have changed the Membership Form on the adjoin-
ing page to gather your valuable feedback regarding important 
issues affecting quality of life in the area.

We would also like to take this opportunity to introduce two 
new Board members, Janet Hunt as Landscape Chair and 
Richard Root, Newsletter Editor effective 1 July, 2011. We are 
delighted that they are joining us and bringing new perspectives 
and energy to our programs!
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P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505 Serving The Hollywood Riviera Community Since The 1940S

Riviera Homeowners Association
the

       SERVING THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA COMMUNITY SINCE THE 1940s

THE

Riviera Homeowners Association
              P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505

2011 RHA Scholars

Latest RHA Scholarship recipients: Congratulations to the 2011 recipients of the RHA scholarships!
  
Each will receive $500 for their college studies.   Emily will be attending UCLA in biochemical engineering and John will 
be attending UCSD in pre-med.  They are both top scholars at South. John has been chosen as valedictorian this year. 

Fantasia Family MusicJohn Brown’s  John Brown’s  

Summer Jamfest Camps 2011

13th Season
Donʼt Just Sit All Summer! Join Us.
Sing!  Dance!  Act!  Make Friends! 
Put on a Show for Family/Friends!

Ages 5-Up,  1 & 2 Week Options. Half Day Available

Location of Programs & Shows:
St. Andrews Fellowship Hall Theater  301 Avenue D at PCH, South Redondo Beach

All programs directed by award-winning singer, songwriter, John Brown

For Costs, Information and Registration:  310 792-1122
FantasiaFamilyMusic.org

Disney’s Cinderella, The Glee Club and 
The King & I, ELVIS, that is!!

Monday-Friday 9:00am - 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Palos Verdes Medical GroupPalos Verdes Medical Group
Family Care Specialists

Open 7 Days a Week

550 Deep Valley Drive Ste 319
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

Allergy • Asthma • Pediatrics • ADHD • Internal Medicine

Dr. Lawrence Sher • Dr. Monica Saad • Dr. Laurence Gorlick

310.544.6858

EXTENDED HOURS FOR YOUR URGENT CARE
(LOCATED IN THE PROMENADE OF THE PENINSULA)
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    Joshua Davidson, M.D.

Allergic Rashes & Swelling

Asthma

Contact Allergies

Food Allergies

Hay Fever

Hives

Immune System Disorders

Insect Sting Allergies

Medication Allergies

310-534-4494
3400 Lomita Blvd., #301

Torrance, CA 90505
joshua.davidson@me.com • www.davidsonallergy.com

Currently accepting new patients, children & adults. I accept PPO and most HMO plans. 
As part of the diagnosis and treatment of these issues, I offer skin testing for food and 

environmental allergies, allergy treatment and asthma testing.

kids2kids

The Keel Kids
Photography by CMS Portraiture

Name:  Isabella Keel 
Age: 8
School: Riviera Elementary
Grade: 2nd
Favorite color: pink, purple and black (can’t pick one)
Favorite activities: crocheting, writing and drawing
Favorite vacation: Hawaii with my family
Favorite video game: Angry Birds
Favorite sport: soccer
Favorite Food: Mac- n-cheese
Birthday month:  January

Name: Sophia Keel  
Age: 5
School: Riviera United Methodist Preschool (RUMP)
Grade:  Pre-K
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite activities: I love to play with my dog and ride my bike.
Favorite vacation:  Hawaii with my family
Favorite video game:  Angry Birds
Favorite sport:  soccer
Favorite Food: Pizza
Birthday month: December

MONTHLY
DUES AS
LOW AS $60$60

creationsFOR A CAUSE
A unique Store that carries a wide variety of gifts for someone special.

Our Mission
1. Create public awareness about cancer

2. Raise money for families in the South Bay
3. Raise money to help fund Futner research against this disease

We All Have A Cause in Life....What's Yours?

310-791-HOPE (4673)
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pets

NeighborhoodNews

Thomas A. Gray, MBA
Christina Jesperson, MA

Retirement 
Pros!

Ask the 

Q.   I’m recently retired, and have a small 
first mortgage of $95,000 – at 4.5% interest.  
I have almost $200,000 in a personal trust 
account that is earning very little, as I keep 
most of it in money market funds.  Question:  
Should I withdraw $95,000 from the trust 
and pay off the mortgage?
A.  We believe your best bet would be 
to not do this.  At a low interest rate of 
4.5%, the mortgage is very affordable, 
considering that with the tax deduction, 
it is most likely costing you less than 4%.   
Also, since you only have saved $200,000, 
you would be depleting almost half of 
your liquid savings.  Another issue is why 
you have most of your savings in a money 
market fund.  Contact our office, and we 
can give you information on quality divi-
dend paying stocks that pay much more 
than a simple money market fund.

Q.   I’m contributing the maximum to my 
employer’s SIMPLE IRA plan – by weekly 
payroll deductions.  With the recent market 
downturn, I’m thinking about moving it all 
to a money market fund.  Is this a good idea 
now?
A.   First off, congratulations on maxing 
out on your plan contributions!  This is 
one of the best ways to insure a success-
ful retirement.  We would caution you 
against becoming emotionally “scared of 
the market” at this time.   You are doing 
what is called “dollar cost averaging” 
where you contribute a set dollar amount 
with each payroll deduction.  When the 

market is up, you purchase fewer shares, 
and when it falls, you purchase more.  So 
stocks are “on sale” now!  Keep investing!

Q.  My broker has had me in the same stock/
bond investments for several years.  When I 
look at my statements, I see some pretty large 
losses.   When I complain he tells me that I 
am a long-term investor, and his “buy and 
hold” philosophy will prevail.  I’m 74 years 
old.  Is he right?  
A.  We believe no.  It’s certainly true that 
over long periods of time (50 + years) the 
stock market averages about 10% per year.  
However, it can go long periods without 
doing much.  If you were in your 30’s or 
40’s it may be somewhat accurate, but not 
at your age.  Our firm uses risk manage-
ment tools for our client’s portfolios that 
can move some or all of their stocks to 
cash during market corrections.  Call us 
if you want a second opinion on your 
investments.

Q. I have about 1.2 million in my rollover 
IRA and $250,000 in a personal trust 
account.  I’m 64 and just retired.  I’m get-
ting conflicting advice on which account to 
tap into for my retirement expenses.  What 
would you recommend?
A.  Without doing a thorough retirement 
distribution analyses for you (which we 
would recommend at this time), your 
optimal choice is to let your IRA keep 
growing tax deferred, and start using 
your trust account now.  You have about 

7 more years until you must begin taking 
your IRA required minimum distribu-
tions, so a great amount of wealth can be 
created in that time!

Q.  I’ve heard that a “stretch IRA” is the 
thing to do.  How would that benefit me?
A.  A stretch IRA is an “inherited IRA” 
that your beneficiaries can use to spread 
out the distributions over their life expec-
tancy.  This will allow the funds to con-
tinue to grow tax deferred for many years!  
It will not directly benefit you – but may 
create a “legacy” for your IRA assets!

Q.  I went to a financial seminar where they 
were touting something called a “bonus” 
annuity.  I can make over10% the first year.  
I’m 72 years old…Is this right for me?
A. No!  Many bonus annuities sound 
good, but read the “fine print.”  This may 
have “surrender charges” that lock you 
into the deal for 10 or more years!  At age 
72, this is not what you need.  Also, the 
10% interest is only for the first year, and 
then they may have the right to reduce it 
to very low rates.

About the authors:  Thomas A. Gray, MBA and Chris-
tina Jesperson, MA are financial & investment consul-
tants, and founders of Retirement Protection Group, a 
fee-based financial & investment advisory firm located 
in Riviera Village,  Redondo Beach.   Securities offered 
through Triad Advisors, Inc.  Member: FINRA & SIPC.  
They can be reached at 310-375-1300.   Send your per-
sonal financial questions to them at:  info@retirement-
pro.com

Pet #1 Molly Gohar

Molly is a 5-month-old Bichon Frise so 
she is just a pup still. Molly is slowly get-
ting used to the trail but still prefers the 

pavement for her walks. She likes to play with boys when she 
is at home. 

Pet #2 – Zoey O’Neil

Zoe is approx 15 years old and was part 
of a litter found up on the PV bridle 
trail.  She is thought to be half Lab and 

half Shepherd mix.  She was the last of 5 pups and is still 
going strong except a few allergies.  We have had a great time 
together and she is known as the “real estate” dog!

precious

Frank Kostrencich
O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.344.8910
fmkost@gmail.com

Mike Mardesich
O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.890.6459
mike.mardesich@gmail.com

You may be able to save
hundreds of dollars each month!

How do all of the new loan rules a�ect me? Am I eligible for the higher conforming limits?
What are the new credit score requirements? Are all conforming limits the same?

Can I still buy or re�nance with less than 20% equity?

“Is your rate 4.75% or Higher?” 
The call is free to �nd out what your savings may be!

Our firm, Retirement Protection Group specializes in working with people nearing retirement, or those currently retired.  Since 
there are so many issues, questions and problems that this group faces, we decided to devote our next three columns to this.  If 
you have a specific question not answered here, call our office 310-375-1300 to schedule your complimentary consultation!  

Licsensed, Insured, bonded.  LA County Health Department Certified.  
Certified Pool Operator  •  CSLB: 926847  C-53

Established in 1989

Weekly Pool and Spa Service
  Residential and Commercial 

Equipment repairs

New Installations

Remodeling

Tile Cleaning

Paradise Pool and Spa

(310) 370-2144
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John H. Trotter, DDS, MS OrthodonticsJohn H. Trotter, DDS, MS Orthodontics

310-373-0093

Please visit our website @ www.TrotterOrthodontics.com

Located in the Riviera Village/ Riviera Professional Building
1706 South Elena Ave., Suite D, Redondo Beach, CA, 90277

Diplomate, 
American Board of Orthodontics

Family
s p o t l i g h t

Mardesich Family
Photography by CMS Portraiture

Pets:  None.  We’ve adopted “Sunny” our neighbor’s Golden 
Retriever.

Profession:  

Mike – Self Employed Commercial/Residential Mortgage Bro-
ker in the Riviera  

Alina – US Bank Commercial Real Estate Loan Workout  
Specialist  

Favorite Activities and hobbies:   Boating, wakeboarding, des-
ert hiking, dirt bike riding, camping, beach volleyball

Favorite Restaurants:  Good Stuff for breakfast 

Favorite Vacation spot:  Lake Havasu.  We have a second home 
there and enjoy our outdoor activities and hobbies. 

Favorite Family Dinner: Grandma Concha’s Tacos  

What activities are they involved with:  

Mike
Manager/Coach Palos Verdes Girls Softball League, Board 
Member/Manager Riviera Little League, Dirt Bike Riding, 
Beach Volleyball, Tennis

Alina 
Girl Scout “Troop 3865” Leader (8 junior 5th grade Girl 
Scouts),  Cub Scout Den Mother/Leader (11 second grade 
“Wolf ” Scouts), Board Member – Riviera Scouting, Adventures 
in Art Docent for Riviera Elementary School, Mixed-Media 
Artist

Maya 
Palos Verdes Girls Softball League, Junior Girl Scout, Beach 
Volleyball, Basketball, Dirt bike riding

Jack
Riviera Little League, Cub Scouts, Basketball, Soccer, Dirt bike 
riding, Piano

Lucas
Soccer, Baby Cub Scout (don’t tell him he’s not a Cub Scout, 
Art, Drums 

What music do you listen to:  Everything - Lady Gaga, Allman 
Brothers, Jack Johnson, Jonny Cash, Debussy 

What are your favorite TV shows:  Glee, Modern Family, 
Wipeout, Modern Marvels, History Channel, Phineas & Ferb 
and Sponge Bob

What is your favorite part about living in Redondo Beach 
(Hollywood Riviera):  Proximity to the beach, great public 
schools,  strong sense of community, the Village and Yogurtland! 

NeighborhoodNews

Our company, N2 Publishing, is seeking advertising account 
executives to work for Valmonte Living and Riviera Living cov-
ering the Palos Verdes Estates and Hollywood Riviera neigh-
borhoods. Our company has been consistently growing and 
adding publications and people each of the past 5 years. As you 
know we produce high quality publications like the Valmonte 
and Riviera Living targeted for upscale communities. Account 
executive responsibilities include scheduling appointments, 
meeting one-on-one with business owners and customer service. 
Advancement opportunities are available. You can set your won 
schedule PT or Full Time to fit your lifestyle.

Requirements: Must be friendly. Must have a car. Must have a 
cell phone.

Misc. Notes:
The position is ideal for someone looking to re-enter the job 
force or stay-at-home professionals who want something part 
time or full time. Also ideal for recent college graduates with an 
entrepreneurial spirit. 
No benefits to start. 
No advertising sales experience required.  Sales experience a 
plus. Training provided.  

If interested, contact Rick at rick.rizzo@n2pub.com. 
www.n2pub.com
Rick, 310-734-9113

Hollywood Riviera Residents, 
Looking to Make a Few Extra Dollars?
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Creations
Causefor a

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much!”
By Steve Jordan

March 12, 2011, was opening day for a 
new and unique store next to the Malaga 
Cove Plaza.  The store owners, Jesse and 
Julie Esphorst, have an inspiring mission 
statement.

- To create public awareness about  
 cancer, especially childhood cancer,  
 breast cancer and autism

- To give hope to children and families  
 that are presently coping with a  
 diagnosis of cancer

- To raise money to help fund research  
 to find the cure for these life- 
 threatening illnesses

- To help families financially who are  
 overwhelmed with medical bills and  
 other health related expenses

Their commitment to this mission comes 
from the personal experiences their fam-
ily has had with nine year old son Cody.

Jesse and Julie are both born and raised 

southern Californians.  Jesse started out 
in Lomita and at the age of nine his fam-
ily moved to Rancho Palos Verdes.  He 
attended Miraleste elementary school, 
Dapplegray , and Miraleste  High School, 
graduating in 1988.  He then attended El 
Camino College where his baseball skill 
was recognized.   The Milwaukee Brew-
ers scouted him for their minor league 
team where he played for one and one-
half years as a third baseman.  That led 
him to work for the Lomita Parks and 
Recreation Department for four and one-
half years, after which he started his own 
security business.  He met Julie while 
working in Lomita.  She was a friend 
of his sister, had graduated from South 
High School in 1990 and also started 
attending El Camino College.  Julie then 
received an athletic scholarship from Cal-
ifornia State University Dominquez Hills 
where she was a pitcher on their baseball 
team.  They got married in 1995 and had 
their first child in 1997.  At that point 
she became a full time mom.

Cody is their third child and at around 

nine months of age it became clear that 
he had a health problem.  Persistent 
diarrhea led to the discovery of polyps 
in his colon and the diagnosis of a rare 
syndrome which causes the growth of 
multiple polyps in the large and small 
intestine.  Over the past eight years he 
has had multiple procedures to remove 
them, surgical removal of the colon, and 
three other abdominal surgeries.  In 2009 
he was found to have two masses in his 
neck which turned out to be thyroid 
cancer.  This required removal of the 
thyroid gland and radiation therapy.  To 

date there is no evidence of any persistent 
cancer.  His most recent health challenge 
required six and one-half weeks of hos-
pitalization late last year at Miller Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Long Beach, where he 
has received all his care.  "Through it all 
Cody has managed to maintain a posi-
tive attitude and outlook.  We'll tell him 
'okay, it's time to go to the hospital' and 
he will pack up his suitcase and get his 
DVDs and camera and head to the car.  
He greets the staff like it's a return visit 
to see friends."

Jesse and Julie now have four children.  
Katelyn is fourteen, attends Richardson 
Middle School and is active in cheer and 
gymnastics.  Jesse Junior is ten, attends 
Walteria Elementary School and plays 
baseball and tackle football.  Ashley is 

seven, also attends Walteria Elementary 
School and plays soccer, softball and 
cheer.  "Cody's brother and sisters really 
get it.  Since he has had these medi-
cal challenges all his life they just see it 
as normal for him and are always very 
understanding and supportive."

In November 2010, Jesse sold his security 
business so he and Julie could devote full 
time to Cody and to explore the pos-
sibilities of a business venture that would 
be supportive of their efforts.  This led to 
Creations for a Cause.  It is an old style 
"mom and pop" operation (literally)-a 
small neighborhood store with a unique 
selection of inspirational items, purses, 
tote bags, candles, jewelry, cancer apparel, 
hats, t-shirts, mugs, scarves and hand 
painted wine glasses.  Also unique to the 

operation is the importance placed on 
"paying it forward", doing good without 
expecting repayment.  Each month twen-
ty-five per cent of their profit is directed 
to a family in need or an organization 
like the Cancer Research Organization 
or Community Wellness.  To get a more 
complete picture of this family venture 
visit their website at www.creationsfora-
cause.org and be sure to click on the 
photo gallery.  

Like it says on the store front door "We all 
have a cause...what's yours?”

Creations for a Cause
300 Tejon Place
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
310 791-4673
www.creationsforacause.org
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Sam Hoffman 

Completes Miramar Park  
Eagle Scout Project

Thanks to The Riviera Mexican Grill 
and others who helped Sam Hoffman 
complete his Eagle Scout project! 

Sam Hoffman, South High student, and member of Scout 
Troop 191, recently completed his Eagle Scout project. Encour-
aged by Redondo Beach City's beautification project on the 
Esplanade, the City of Torrance awarded Sam Hoffman his own 
beautification project at Miramar Park. The project involved 
staining the railings that circle the park and planting drought-
tolerant vegetation in the planters. Besides 30 fellow scouts that 
helped for 3 days in May, Sam's efforts were also encouraged by 
several local business people. 

The project was generously funded by The Riviera Mexican 
Grill. The Hollywood Riviera Sportman's Club also donated 
funds and tools. Local landscaper, Ric Dykzuel, recommended 
the salt-air friendly plants chosen for the planted areas. Sam 
spent much time planning and coordinating his project for City 
approval.

Sam, a junior, is taking AP classes at South and his favorite 
classes are biology and science. He hopes to major in Animal 
Science in college, with Cal Poly San Luis Obispo being his tar-
geted school at this point.

Long distance biking and back packing are two favorites of 
Sam. He is on the swim team in school as well as the march-

ing band. He plays the baritone and the tenor saxophones. His 
favorite vacation spot is Alaska.

Sam lives in the upper Riviera with mom and dad, Pat and Bob 
Hoffman, and family pet, Jamie, a Golden Retriever.  Sam said 
the best thing about living in the Riviera is the ocean and the 
views. 

Miramar Park at the corner of Miramar and Paseo de la Playa 
(at the Torrance end of the Esplanade) is the former site of the 
historic Hollywood Riviera Beach Club. Come down to Mira-
mar Park and see the improvements. Thanks Sam, fellow Scouts 
and contributors for helping to improve our neighborhood for 
all Riviera residents!

By Karen Lent
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Hollywood Riviera Real Estate Trends
Riviera Real Estate Happenings

NeighborhoodNews

Sales information obtained from the Greater South Bay 
Multiple Listing Service, deemed reliable but not guar-
anteed.

++ denotes short sale, K&L denotes Kelly & Laura repre-
sent the seller or buyer.

Kelly & Laura’s Useful Tips & Information
Blue Cheese Stuffed Burgers w/ Red Onion

Second Half 2011Predicted Hollywood Riviera Sales Analysis

As the 2nd half of 2011 is almost over we can make some pre-
dictions based upon the ‘pending sales’ of where our average 
price will end up by the end of June. (Newsletter deadline was 
June 10th.) The first quarter of 2011 showed a decrease in the 
average price vs. the same quarter of 2010. But, there were no 
sales in the higher end of the market. The 2nd half of 2011 has 
made up for that and many of these sales will close prior to the 
end of June 2010 which should raise the average price signifi-
cantly. There are 2 recent closed sales above $1.7K which have 
increased the average price significantly already. The average 
sales price as of today is $926,446, but the average LIST price 
of the ‘pending sales’ is $1,166,748. We know the SOLD prices 
will be lower, but this is quite a bit higher and will certainly add 
a huge addition to our overall average pricing. As of today, our 
average price is still off 7.6% vs. the same time period last year. 
We predict that the 21 homes that are currently in escrow will 
change that dramatically. Stay Tuned!

Ingredients:
1 lb ground beef/turkey
1 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1/3-1/2 c crumbled blue cheese
1 medium red onion, sliced crosswise
Olive oil
1 c fresh baby spinach
4 hamburger buns, split

Directions:
1. Combine beef, Worcestershire, & pepper. Shape into 8 thin 4”
diameter patties. Place 1 tbsp blue cheese in center of patty & top
with remaining 4 patties - pinch edges together.
2. Brush onion slices with olive oil; sprinkle with salt.
3. Place burgers & onions directly over medium-high heat. Grill 5 minutes
per side or until no pink shows.
4. Serve burgers on buns with grilled onions, spinach, and remaining
blue cheese. Makes 4 servings.

Send in your favorite recipe for the newsletter and receive 
a $25 Trader Joe’s Gift Card.

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

April 1 – June 8, 2011 Sales Stats for Hollywood Riviera

Address Currently In Escrow Sq Ft Beds Bath Price DOM Status

5619 Riviera Way, TOR ++ 1181 3 2 699,900 469 Pending

251 Paseo de Gracia, RB 1412 3 1 749,900 6 Pending

5613 Calle de Arboles, TORR 1597 4 2 785,000 12 Pending

235 Via la Circula, RB 1580 3 2 789,000 65 Pending

23615 Susana, TORR 1714 3 2 799,000 69 Pending

3924 Paseo de las Tortugas, TORR 2231 3 3 885,000 68 Pending

242 Via Linda Vista, RB 2130 3 2 899,000 18 Pending

427 Via Mesa Grande, RB 1647 3 2 960,000 9 Pending

940 Calle Miramar, RB 1962 3 3 999,000 6 Pending

4133 Mesa St, TORR 2574 4 3 1,079,000 111 Pending

3872 Newton St, TORR ++ 4024 4 4 1,099,000 66 Pending

331 Via San Sebastian, RB 2355 3 2 1,149,900 119 Pending

683 Calle Miramar, RB K&L 2785 4 4 1,199,000 114 Pending

357 Calle Mayor, RB 2858 4 4 1,249,000 175 Pending

506 Via los Miradores, RB 2839 5 5 1,299,000 48 Pending

210 Calle de Madrid, RB 3040 5 4 1,469,000 91 Pending

945 Calle Miramar, RB K&L 2887 4 3 1,699,000 10 Pending

112 Paseo de Suenos, RB 2897 4 2 1,750,000 58 Pending

416 Paseo Miramar, RB 3386 4 4 1,775,000 85 Pending

106 Paseo de Suenos, RB 3988 3 4 2,379,000 171 Pending

Address SOLD Sq Ft Beds Bath List Price DOM SOLD Price

4715 Greenmeadows, TORR 1124 3 2 649,000 49 628,000

4521 Highgrove, TORR 1595 3 2 720,000 35 680,000

4509 Newton, TORR 1645 3 2 796,000 196 710,000

408 Calle Mayor, RB ++ 1269 2 2 730,000 79 711,000

23508 Susana, TORR 1264 3 2 749,000 8 760,000

550 Palos Verdes Blvd, RB 1679 4 2 759,000 6 775,000

211 Paseo de las Delicias, RB ++ 1640 3 2 800,000 171 785,000

277 Calle de Madrid, RB K&L 1120 2 1 829,000 13 808,000

5109 Paseo de las Tortugas, TORR 1603 3 2 825,000 62 825,000

127 Calle de Andalucia, RB K&L 1610 3 2 899,000 65 860,000

621 Camino de Encanto, RB ++ 1560 3 2 850,000 23 880,000

109 Via los Miradores, RB 1820 3 2 925,000 9 900,000

802 Calle Miramar, RB 1862 3 2 1,159,000 125 970,000

5418 Calle de Arboles, TORR 2191 4 3 1,099,000 10 1,052,025

356 Paseo de Arena, TORR K&L 3021 4 3 1,169,000 62 1,140,000

108 Via Sego, RB 2814 4 4 1,300,000 3 1,325,000

277 Via Buena Ventura, RB 3615 5 5 1,925,000 158  1,700,000

936 Calle Miramar, RB K&L 3500 4 4 2,199,000 146 1,815,000

List Price Sold Price DOM Avg. $ Per S/F # Sold Sq Ft

April 1, 2011 - June 9, 2011 $985,833 $926,446 68 $495 18 1941

April 1, 2010 - June 9, 2010 $1,032,820 $1,001,933 52 $551 15 1818

Jan 1, 2011 - June 9, 2011 $953,803 $936,223 92 $479 36 1953

Jan 1, 2010 - June 9, 2010 $1,039,967 $1,010,515 67 $508 33 1990

Average Sales

Recently homeowners believe their prop-
erty taxes have remained too high com-
pared to the current market value of their 
home. June 1st, 2011 was the first day in 
2011 that a homeowner could apply for a 
“Decline in Value” Reassessment from the 
Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office. 
The Assessor will review the application 
and determine if the homeowner’s taxes 
are too high. If so, the homeowner’s taxes 
will be reduced.
Here is the link to the application: 
https://assessor.lacounty.gov/extranet/
onlinefiling/divhome.aspx  In addition, 

the Los Angeles County Tax Assessor 
does a proactive review of properties 
every year that may qualify for reassess-
ment. This would eliminate the need to 
file an application.  To see if the property 
is being proactively reviewed, go to this 
link:  http://assessor.lacounty.gov/
extranet/guides/prop8status.aspx.  

Send in your favorite recipe for the news-
letter and receive a $25 Trader Joe Gift 
Card.

Starting July 1, 2011 NEW CARBON 

MONOXIDE DETECTOR REGU-
LATIONS!!!!!!!  All single-family homes 
with “a fossil fuel burning heater or appli-
ance, fireplace, or an attached garage” 
MUST HAVE AN APPROVED 
CARBON MONOXIDE DEVICE 
INSTALLED in the dwelling. All other 
dwellings (apartments, hotels, dorms, etc.) 
will have to have the detector installed by 
January 1, 2013. If your home is all elec-
tric AND the garage is unattached, there 
is no need for the detector as there. For 
more information, give us a call!

Property Taxes - Market Value Decline = Lower Tax
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Hollywood Riviera Specialists!

Kelly&Laura
DRE# 01070091         DRE# 01309575

KELLY - Cell: 310-613 2465
Email: Kelly@KellyandLaura.com

LAURA - Cell: 310-738-7355
Email: Laura@KellyandLaura.com

2011 Summer of Music
Redondo Beach Pier
Thurs & Saturdays July 2 - Sept 3 
6-8 pm
www.RedondoPier.com

Shakespeare in the Park (Free)
Wilson Park
Friday & Saturday July 22 & 23
www.shakespearebythesea.org

2011 International Surf Festival
Redondo, Torrance, Hermosa & Man 
Beaches
Fri, July 29th - Sun, July 31st
www.surffestival.org

9th Annual Chalk Festival
Redondo Beach Pier
Saturday, August 20th

Mortgage News by: “Riviera Funding’s” Brian Diederich
1801 S. Catalina Ave #201, Redondo Beach, CA  90277
310-989-4041   BDiederich@RivieraFunding.com

Curious What Your
Home is Worth ?
FREE Market Analysis
Call or E-mail Us

Save 
the Date!!

New Conforming-Loan Limits coming October 1, 2011

NeighborhoodNews

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

On October 1, 2011 there could be a significant change to the jumbo-
conforming loan limits in our area. Both Hollywood Riviera buyers and 
sellers may feel the effect of this change. The conforming loan limits 
will be decreased from $729,750 to $625,000 unless President Obama 
signs another resolution extending these limits. These loan limits were 
increased in 2008 under the Economic Stimulus Package but they 
were only temporary. If this change goes into effect, you could see 
decreased sales prices and less purchasing power from buyers. Mort-
gage rates might be low but the amount you can qualify for may be 
less than you expect. 

Currently buyers with strong credit, income and a 20% down payment 
can borrow up to $729,750 with relative ease and very favorable rates. 
FHA borrowers can borrow up to $729,750 with a minimum down of 

3.5%. As of October 1st, 2011, maximum financing for both jumbo-
conforming & FHA will be limited to $625,000. 

Loan balances in excess of this amount will fall into traditional jumbo 
programs. The net effect of this change to buyers is a 33% reduction 
in jumbo-loan capacity, fewer buyers qualifying for conventional 
financing and the requirement of larger down payments. The impact 
to sellers could be felt dramatically as well. Those sellers with homes 
listed between $780,000 and $910,000 could see the largest impact. 
The net effect might mean additional downward pressure on sales 
prices as fewer buyers qualify for conventional financing. On October 
1st, homes between $520,000 & $780,000 that attract buyers with 20% 
down will now be eligible for jumbo-conforming financing under the 
new limits. For more info call Brian at 310-989-4041.
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garden
of the Month

By: Karen Lent

Outstanding Landscape Award

Ginnie Schneider & Kirsten Heffner, Win Award for Triangle Park

Riviera neighbors and Riviera Garden Club members gather at Triangle Park to honor 
local "Guerilla Gardeners": Virginia (Ginnie) Schneider and Kirsten Heffner. Gin-
nie is a Riviera Garden Club member, and a longtime resident across from the flower 
patch that she started at the corner park (Calle Miramar and Paseo de los Delicious). 
When Ginnie moved from the neighborhood, new neighbor Kirsten Heffner adopted 
the area to care for. A Landscape Award was given to both ladies in May.  Ginnie offi-
cially passed her "green thumb torch" over to Kirsten. Cheers and appreciation were 
given to both ladies for their dedication to a special spot to be enjoyed by neighbors 
and passers-by. 

Bobbie & Paul Davison, 910 Calle Miramar

Heading up the hill on Calle Miramar, there are lots of nicely landscaped yards. 
But hold on - here is Monet's Garden! There are several levels at the Davison front 
yard and they are planted with fox gloves and spring blooms - a VERY colorful and 
delightful sight. Hundreds of bulbs have been planted: tulips, ranunculus and narcissus. 
There are also roses and cymbidiums with dahlias coming. 

Recent homebuyers of this property on Calle Miramar, Bobbie and Paul Davison are 
avid gardeners and won a Landscape Award at their former home on Calle de Madrid. 
Bobbie thinks it's interesting that Paul is partially color blind and can't see all the col-
ors he's involved in cultivating. Paul also grows orchids and is a member of the Orchid 
Society. Bobbie is a watercolor artist and is a member of Riviera Garden Club. Thank 
you Davisons for an impressionist's spring treat!

In appreciation for your enhancement of the Hollywood Riviera Community by the  
Riviera Homeowners Association and the Riviera Garden Club

OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPE AWARDS are chosen by a Committee of Riviera Homeowners and Riviera 
Garden Club members. Checkout the website: http:hollywoodriviera.wordpress.com. You will find current and past 
landscape awards: 21 years of them!

Ginnie Schneider

health
Wellness&

With increased participation in youth 
sports, we have noticed a significant rise 
in adolescent injuries over the past ten 
years in our physical therapy practice.  At 
Riviera Sports Physical Therapy, we treat 
athletes of all ages who play one sport 
year round.  Unfortunately, high school 
teams have become so competitive that 
many children are choosing “their sport” 
by age 10 or younger.  While training all 
year for one sport definitely promotes 
increased skill levels, it also sets up the 
child for overuse injuries or sport specific 
injury.

Some of the most common sports inju-
ries we rehabilitate and suggestions for 
prevention are highlighted below.

Soccer – Leg and ankle injuries are most 
in soccer including ankle sprains, frac-
tures, knee ligament sprains, (all tears), 
hip flexor, groin and quad strains.

Prevention: Warm up thoroughly, tape 
ankles or wear braces if there is a history 
of sprains, and participate in an ACL 
prevention program.

Volleyball- The most common injuries in 
volleyball include ankle sprains, shoulder  
impingement, tendonitis or laxity issues.

Prevention: Warm up thoroughly, stretch 
properly, strengthen ankles and wear 
braces or tape the ankles. For shoulder 
pain, participate in specific rotator cuff 
exercises.

Baseball – Shoulder and elbow strains 
are the most common injuries in baseball 
and occur most often in pitchers.  These 
injuries are generally caused by overuse 
but can also be related to poor mechanics 
and/or weakness. 

Prevention: Baseball players get the 
majority of their power from their hips 
therefore, we suggest strengthening the 
core muscles such as the abdominals and 
gluteals.  To prevent shoulder and elbow 
strains, rotator cuff strengthening is criti-
cal.  

Football – Football being an impact sport 
causes a variety of fractures, sprains and 
contusions. Concussions are also quite 

common and can be mild, moderate to 
severe in nature.

Prevention: Warm up thoroughly, stretch 
properly, and tape ankles.  It is now 
becoming standard practice to conduct 
baseline concussion testing as studies 
have shown that symptom assessment at 
the time of injury does not fully deter-
mine the severity of a concussion.  Sever-
ity is also dependent on the individual 
player.  

To learn more about designing a fitness 
program specifically to address back pain 
or any other injury, contact Riviera Sports 
at 310-316-3577 or visit www.rivieras-
portspt.com.

Frank Croasdale, MPT, along with his team of health-
care professionals, creates and designs fitness pro-
grams that are tailor-made to your health and fitness 
goals.  Whether you are starting a fitness program to 
lose weight, preparing for a 10K race, fine tuning your 
exercise & nutrition plans or rehabilitating an injury, 
the RSPT healthcare team will use the latest techniques 
and offer comprehensive services in a comfortable, 
boutique environment to deliver the results you want!

tips
Youth Sports Injuries
and Prevention

By Frank Croasdale, MPT:

continued...
Bobbie & Paul Davison
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health
Wellness&
Seminars and Events

July 16, 2011 - 10 - 11 am 
Fit for Life!  Learn how to integrate nutrition and exercise into 
your busy lifestyle without compromising - no fad diets or insane 
workouts!  It's a holistic and easy way to make a healthy lifestyle 
change to be "Fit for Life"!
Location: Riviera Sports Physical Therapy 225 Avenue I #110 
Redondo Beach 90277; RSVP by July 12: 310-316-3577 
Cost: $15

July 20, 2011 - 10 - 10:30 am  
Healthy Snacking for the Whole Family - Learn how to prepare 
healthy and fun snacks that everyone in the family will enjoy- 
especially the kids!
Register for the online seminar at www.mylaunchcoach.com RSVP 
by July 14.
Cost: $10

July 20, 2011 - 7 - 7:30 pm  
Restaurant Wars!  Quick tips on making healthy choices when 
dining out -enjoying the experience without the guilt!
Register for the online seminar at www.mylaunchcoach.com RSVP 
by July 14.
Cost: $10
 

July 30, 2011 - 10 - 11 am 
Fit for Life!  Learn how to integrate nutrition and exercise into 
your busy lifestyle without compromising - no fad diets or insane 
workouts!  It's a holistic and easy way to make a healthy lifestyle 
change to be "Fit for Life"!
Location: Riviera Sports Physical Therapy 225 Avenue I #110 
Redondo Beach 90277;   RSVP by July 26: 310-316-3577
Cost: $15

 August 6, 2011- 10 - 11 am 
Freshman College Survival Guide - How to adapt to the new life-
style!  Learn how to…. 1)Eat and snack healthy at the dining com-
mons & avoid the "Freshman 15", 2) Creating an effective schedule 
the includes exercise & proper nutrition  3) Use good coping skills 
being away from home for the first time 4) Getting enough sleep 
to stay sharp and energetic.
Location: Riviera Sports Physical Therapy 225 Avenue I #110 
Redondo Beach 90277;   RSVP by August 2: 310-316-3577
Cost: $15

Haupt Roofing
R. Haupt Roofing Construction, Inc.

ALL TYPES OF ROOFS
NEW ROOFS . REROOFING . REPAIRS

Visit us at
www.HauptRoofing.com

email: Hauptroofing@yahoo.com

BONDED         
LIC.#692361-C39       

FULLY INSURED

SERVING THE 
SOUTH BAY

$200 OFF NEW ROOF 
for Residents

Hollywood Riviera Resident

Summer Fitness Package
Any combination of two services -

Pilates, Personal Training and Nutrition 

      

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

Get “Back in Action” at

Receive a10% Discount 
Mention Riviera Living and

If you were a client of Retirement Protection Group,
you would have a friendly, local, professional �nancial advisory �rm that truly cares about your future!

Thomas A. Gray, MBA and Christina Jesperson, MA
are 20+ year veterans of �nancial planning, and are founders of 
Retirement Protection Group. Their emphasis is working one-on-
one with their clients to help them make smart �nancial choices – 
while striving to avoid costly investment mistakes.

Retirement Protection Group (RPG) is a fee-based wealth 
management �rm headquartered in the same Riviera Village 
location for over 10 years!

Call today 310-375-1300 for your free portfolio analysis and 
recommendations to help reach your �nancial goals!

Securities o�ered through Triad Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA & SIPC.

www.retirementpro.com • 322 Vista Del Mar,  Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Is your Portfolio Protected 
from a Downside Turn?

...continued
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Randy's Riviera

Summer in the Hol-
lywood Riviera is the 
best time of the year and 
Forth of July highlights 
the season with a red, 
white, and blue celebra-
tion!  Along with the 
traditional reasons to 
celebrate the Forth that 

we share with Americans across the country, the Hollywood 
Riviera has so many bonuses that we might just be the unof-
ficial city of Independence Day.  And with the private fireworks 
extravaganza off the coast that residents have enjoyed for years, 
I don't think the Riviera would have any competition in being 
named the official home of July 4th.  In fact, there are so many 
choices and activities to celebrate the holiday weekend that we 
often can't decide which way to go!

Do you head down to Torrance Beach to celebrate on the sand 
or enjoy a leisurely backyard cookout with friends accompanied 
by nice ocean breezes?  Set up your own neighborhood block 
party or attend another traditional gathering like the great 
people on Via Pasqual throw every year?  Hot dogs or hamburg-
ers?  So many questions!  Here are a few other choices my fam-
ily will be "forced" to make over the long holiday weekend:

FRIDAY:
For the holiday meals do we shop for ingredients at Trader Joe's 
or the Farmers Market?  Answer: BOTH!

SATURDAY:
Does our family head to Pedone's (for my favorite calzone) or 
do we go Hawaiian at L&L?  And if we decide on L&L, do I 
go chicken or beef?  Answer: Both!  And Both! (Plus, the beau-
tiful thing about spending a warm evening down on Catalina 
Ave is that regardless of the great selection your family has for 
dinner, you are supporting local businesses and seeing friends 
and neighbors in the process!)

SUNDAY:
Surf or Stand Up Paddleboard? Answer: Yep, both!  Either 
way, depending on conditions, you'll see me out on the water 
amongst the seals and dolphins enjoying our amazing beach and 
perfect weather.

MONDAY:
There is no decision to make on this one. I'll be with my family 
watching the fireworks from our patio as we do every year.  And 
I wouldn't choose to change a thing!

By Randy Rovegno

"Hey Baby, it's the Forth of July" 

310-378-5848
Lic.#74-03686

310-378-5848

4172 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505
Coastal Kids PreschoolCoastal Kids Preschool

Conveniently located next to the Hollywood Riviera!

- Lyrics from the band X

Owner - Geoff Graue
Hollywood Riviera Resident

Serving the South Bay since 2004

310-373-3126
www.strandtechnology.net

Computers, networking, servers, on-site service and repair

Jon M. Monette DDS Inc
Dentist

1921 S. Catalina Ave #1
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277

Conveniently located in Riviera Village

310-375-3338

attractive smile to your life.
Looking to bring an 

www.dentistryofredondobeach.com
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Resident Spotlight
Marshall Stewart
By Karen Lent

Marshall Stewart and The Third Hollywood 
Riviera House,  255 Via Linda Vista 

Marshall Stewart has lived longer in 
the Riviera and knows more about it 
than anyone else. He grew up in the 
third house built here. It was built for 
Marshall's parents: Roy and Katherine 
Stewart in 1929. Katherine was sister to 
Clifford Reid, the Hollywood Riviera 
developer. Marshall was six years old 
when his family moved into 255 Via 
Linda Vista.   The Stewarts came from 
Portland where Marshall's dad, Roy, 
worked for the Oregon Journal. (Marshall 
was named after the Portland Oregon 
Journal Editor, Marshall Dana.) Almost 
30 years later, the historic home would 
be bought by Ron and Shiela Walecki 
when patriarch Roy moved to the desert 
in 1956, after wife Katherine's death. The 
Waleckis became the second owners and 
have lived there ever since.

There were four boys at the Stewart 
house. Marshall was second oldest. Roy 
Stewart was the manager of the Hol-
lywood Riviera development for his 
brother-in-law, Clifford Reid. He was 
also in charge of underground utilities. 
When the City of Torrance gave the Riv-
iera an old beat up fire truck, Roy Stewart 
became the area's first and only Fireman 
(he had a volunteer team behind him). 

He was also the Sheriff AND Manager 
of the Hollywood Riviera Beach Club.  
Marshall admired his mom as being very 
ingenious and the nucleus of the family.

Marshall said he went to school for one 
year at Malaga Cove and then switched 
to South School in Redondo at Knobb 
Hill and at what is now PCH.  He 
remembers his school days encompassing 
school in Redondo, a trek to the Redondo 
Plunge after school, the Beach Club for 
dinner and then finally home to study 
and sleep.  (All this without a car pool! 
One got here and there by hook and 
crook.)

Until the 1940's there were no more than 30 
homes in the Riviera.

Open fields and farms were everywhere 
- plus dusty roads. In fact, the main road 
for the area was the Wilmington Trail.  
There was a rundown 2 lane rural road 
where PCH now exists but way back 
then it didn't officially exist!  People took 
Catalina or the "Trail" in the other direc-
tion. (The Red Car (trolley) ran down 
Catalina Avenue - you could take it to 
Downtown Los Angeles.) Stewart said 
the Trail went along what is now our 
PCH but stopped where South High 
is and veered off to Newton which ran 
through to Crenshaw (alongside oil wells 

and farms). The two lane road was often 
impassable during bad weather due to 
sand and/or mud. The area where South 
High School sits was Walteria Lake (a 
dry lake that disappeared during the 
warmer weather). 

Marshall remembers famous celebrity, 
actress and neighbor, Rosemary DeCamp 
Shidler (who lived in an original home 
on Camino de los Colinas) and her hus-
band, Judge John Ashton Shidler as great 
people. Rosemary would push the stroller 
in the neighborhood for a walk with her 
girls (she had four). They liked to come 
over because there were ducks and chick-
ens to visit. Rosemary died in 2001 at the 
age of 90. Judge Shidler was a Torrance 
local and died in 1998.

Hollywood Riviera Beach Club

The Hollywood Riviera Beach Club 
straddled two cities.  A city line ran 
through middle of the Club’s double 
doors from East to West. One side of the 
line was Redondo and the other was Tor-
rance. Torrance City didn't allow drink-
ing after certain hours so when necessary, 
customers on the South side (Torrance) 
would wander over to the North side 
(Redondo) to continue the partying. 
(Inevitably there had to be some sort of 
mingling?!)

Marshall has many fond memories of 
the Hollywood Riviera Beach Club and 
laments its demise. It had a huge fountain 
in the middle and the turrets contained 
hotel rooms. It was a popular place to 
visit and dine. There was a 75 foot swim-
ming pool and a tunnel to the beach. For 
big parties, the dining room and lounge 
would have the furniture removed and 
the rugs rolled up.

There were horse stables on Calle Mayor 
near the current Fire Station and also in 

P.V. People would ride their horses on the 
beach. A movie was filmed at the Beach 
Club for several days and the actors 
stayed there. One of the scenes in the 
movie called for a small plane to land on 
the beach.

The Great Depression put a severe damp-
er on the Riviera development. World 
War II added another wammy, bringing 
the gradually demise of the Beach Club. 
Marshall said that the military had anti 
aircraft guns down on the beach below 

the Club. Lots of training and heavy 
reverberations damaged the Beach Club 
and it gradually fell into disrepair. It was 
closed for a while in the 40's but was later 
purchased and revived. A devastating fire 
destroyed the Club in 1958. Miramar 
Park, at the end of the Esplanade, is the 
site of the former club. The original steps 
to the beach still exist and they lead to 
the locally known "Burn Out" beach.

To Be Continued in the next issue of 
Riviera Living!
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Sponsor Index

ALLERGY/ ASTHMA
Joshua Davidson, M.D.
(310) 534-4494

ART INNOVATION
Kids Art
(310) 316-9331

AUTOMOTIVE
A&A Smog Away
(310) 534-8706

CATERING
Lisa's Bon Appetit
(310) 784-1070

CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Diane Jordan
(310) 375-4039

COMPUTER REPAIR
SERVICES
Computer Trouble
(310) 373-3126

DENTIST
Jon Monette DDS
(310) 375-3338

Kirstin Hellmeyer DDS
(310) 541-9725

New Smile Dentistry
(310) 791-2041

DENTIST - PEDIATRIC
South Bay Pediatric Dentistry
(310) 378-1283

FAMILY DOCTOR
Dr, Leland Whitson
(310) 698-5252

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Retirement Protection Group
(310) 375-1300

FITNESS
Riviera Fitness
(310) 316-5000

Riviera Sports Therapy
(310) 316-3577

FLOORING
Sinbad Flooring
(310) 375-0516

INSURANCE SERVICES
State Farm - Chris Gordon
(310) 373-5551

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND FURNITURE
Fowler & Moore
(310) 373-6933

INVESTMENT
ADVISORY &
PLANNING
Regatta Capital Group
(310) 725-9102

KITCHEN & BATH
DESIGN
Kitchen Collection
(310) 540-4090

LANDSCAPING
Absolute Custom Landscape
(310) 227-7313

LEARNING CENTERS /
TUTORING
Sylvan Learning
(310) 373-0073

LEGAL
Gilligan Law
(562) 495-9191

MEDICAL
Palos Verdes Medical Group
(310) 544-6858

MORTGAGE SERVICES
Cobalt Financial Corporation
(310) 697-3018

Village View Escrow
(310) 944-9626

MUSIC LESSONS
Peninsula School of Music
(310) 918-0439

MUSICAL
INSTRUCTION
Fantasia Family Music
(310) 792-1122

NON-PROFIT
Creations for a Cause
(310) 791-4673

NeighborhoodSponsors

OPTOMETRIST
Beach Cities Optometry
(310) 376-8975

ORTHODONTIST
Trotter Orthodontic
(310) 378-5007

PHOTOGRAPHY
CMS Design Portraiture
(310) 373-5450

PILATES
ShapeShift Pilates
(310) 378-4455

PIZZA
Lampost Pizza
(310) 325-4864

PLUMBING SERVICES
Beach Cities Plumbing
(310) 378-9826

PODIATRIST
Bay Harbor Podiatry Group
(310) 540-1213

POOL DESIGN AND
BUILD
Paradise Pools
(310) 493-3545

PRESCHOOL
Coastal Kids
(310) 378-5848

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Akai Swim School
(310) 378-2242

REAL ESTATE
Kelly and Laura
(310) 613-2465

O'Neil & Associates
(310) 365-6846

REALTOR
Keller Williams - Janet Kaplan
(310) 780-9641

RESTAURANT
Asaka Sushi & Grill
(310) 373-5999

Yellow Vase
(310) 373-0013

ROOFING
Haupt Roofing
(310) 679-6767

TILE & STONE
DeLorenzo Marble & Tile
(310) 328-8000

WEIGHT LOSS
A New Me
(310) 379-9626

Surgilite
(310) 539-9570

In
Riviera
Village

Next
Door toPost Office

Looking for a Good Old 
Fashioned Family Physician?

leland g. whitson, m.d.
1711 Via El Prado, Suite 201
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277

www.drlelandwhitson.com

(310) 698-5252

WE ACCEPT MOST PPO'S, MEDICARE & CASH. SORRY NO HMO'S, NO MEDI-CAL

*Longtime Hollywood Riviera Resident
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In the twenty-first century there seems to be endless choices 
of engaging activities that a parent can choose for their child.  
However parents are inundated with so many responsibilities 
in the raising of their children that it seems one more thing to 
think about is too much.  Between keeping track of schoolwork, 
homework, family obligations, cooking, cleaning, jobs and social 
activities, as well as community work and religious involvement, 
it seems impossible to contemplate even more.  

There are those that say children do too much, and others that 
say they do too little - that they are addicted to television, com-
puters, text messaging and lack physical activity necessary for 
a healthy, developing, young body.  There are those that believe 
physical activity should come before activities that inspire cre-
ativity, and others that say the opposite.  You could literally find 
any point of view to support anything you might choose for 
your children to do.  So, how does one decide?  You look at the 
child’s interests and areas that might be good exposure for them, 
that they are not getting anywhere else in their lives.

Far too many children get little or no exposure to fine art educa-
tion.  This in not “cut and paste” we are talking about, but being 

Choices
for your Children

exposed to the great masters, to the techniques and skills nec-
essary to competently draw and paint.  Why this activity over 
others, you may ask?   Children and teens are being asked all the 
time to draw things in school that they have no training to do.  
No one would expect a child to do a complicated algebra prob-
lem without knowing math basics, and no one would expect 
a child to be able to write a complicated story without having 
basic English skills.  Then why are they asked to draw things for 
reports and for assignments when no one taught them how?  

Besides the skills learned in class, think of how wonderful to 
have the same such artistic skills – to be able to sketch some-
thing on a family vacation that you can look back on years later 
and have a very real sense of how that place or thing made you 
feel.  Art is a quiet, focused activity, requiring attention to detail, 
with the benefits of increased eye-hand coordination, the ability 
to “see” relationships (size of objects, placement of shapes), tone, 
shade and shadow, color, and all those things that come to light 
when studying how to draw and paint.  It is a whole world that 
opens up to our children and to us as witness to their artistic 
creations.  Art can be a part of wherever they go, and whatever 
they do, now and in their future.
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New Smiles Dentistry

Dr. Steve Tassone has been gently treating patients 
from the Hollywood Riviera for over 20 years. He is 
dedicated to providing you with the highest level of 

preventative and cosmetic dentistry available 
while maintaining ultimate patient comfort. 

Dr. Tassone is a graduate of USC , a 
school which has an ongoing tradition 

of excellence in dentistry. 

Dr. Steve Tassone

We take most dental insurances and 
are committed to providing you 

with the best dental value in 
all of the South Bay!

NeighborhoodNews

Fowler & Moore
By Cherri Murray

Riviera Shoppers are abuzz about Fowler 
and Moore at Home which moved into 
the Riviera about a year and a half ago.  
Walking into the store, one feels the 
relaxed atmosphere, something like enter-
ing a lovely Beach home or something 
Old World traditional, occasionally Asian 
accents appear and around the corner you 
find yourself in a Contemporary vignette. 
Comfortable, elegant and unique – all 
found in one location right here in our 
neighborhood. The shop is not just home 
furnishing though but offers l opts and 
lots of interesting and unique gifts – 
Fowler and Moore fills a much needed 
niche on Catalina Avenue.

Chris Fowler and Suzy Moore have been 
partners in interior design for over 20 
years and both hail from the sunny south 

BUSINESS beat
bay.  They live in the Valmonte area of 
Palos Verdes and have families with chil-
dren and grandchildren in our schools 
and clubs.  Suzy and her husband Corey 
are recognized as an active volunteers in 
many local charities like Ek Kardia and 
PCCH.  Chris and her husband Jon share 
a great love of the outdoors and actively 
support favorite sporting teams which 
include every sport in every season played 
by their 3 grandsons, Christopher, Jon 
and Michael!

Chris and Suzy say the move to Catalina 
was a great one – they love the vibe of 
the village and find the clientele recep-
tive to their vision for a comfortable, well 
designed yet personal environment.  This 
duo is so multifaceted and busy that you’ll 
see them pop up all over our community.  
Watch for Fowler and Moore in area 
Home Tours like Sandpipers in Manhat-
tan Beach, Neighborhood Church in 
Palos Verdes and the Art Center Tour.  
Fowler and Moore offers evening events 
focused on the home and home enter-

tainment.  These events are so popular 
that they are sold out in advance with 
waiting lists – keep your eye on their web 
site for the next one or ask when you are 
in the store to be sure to get on the list.

 One of the reasons for this design teams 
longevity and success is that Suzy and 
Chris work in all style and all budgets, 
from construction, remodeling to window 
treatments and accessorizing. .  Collabo-
ration is key and the focus of a project is 
always on the client’s needs and prefer-
ences, not what the current trend may 
be right now.  Many of Suzy and Chris’ 
clients have been with them for decades 
and they are looking forward to helping 
the children of these clients set up their 
first homes soon. Is it possible these two 
have kept this pace up since the 80’s – 
the charming and funny duo laugh and 
entertain with stories of their design 
adventures.  

When your neighbors covet your home, 
tell them to call Fowler and Moore!

Design by Chris & Suzy

Suzy & Chris

www.absolutecustomlandscape.com
absolutecustomlandscape@live.com

Absolute Custom Landscape
Dave Cordone - owner

310-227-7313

We want to create your outdoor living space
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Proud Resident of the Hollywood Riviera

1913 Pacific Coast Highway
Lomita, Ca. 90717

310-534-8706

Bob Gavola - Owner

A&A TINT SHOP

Cools Interior • Blocks 98% Rays
Increases Privacy

Mention this ad for Super Discount

A&A Smog Away
Proud Resident of the Hollywood Riviera

1913 Pacific Coast Highway
Lomita, Ca. 90717

310-534-8706

Smog Test Only
Bob Gavola - Owner

Mention this ad for Super Discount

BREAST THERMOGRAPHY
Gentle Adjusting  • Cold Laser Nerve Rehabilitation

  NeuroEmotional Technique (NET) and Customized Nutrition

1848 S. Elena Ave Suite D Redondo Beach  
Call  310 375 4039• www.drdianejordan.com

Beach Cities PlumbingBeach Cities Plumbing
Repairs, Copper Repiping, Remodels & Drain Snaking

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Free Estimates

Lic#735809 Bonded & Insured

Paul Ragone

310-378-9826
www.BeachCitiesPlumbing@yahoo.com

53 years resident10% discount

24444 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance 90505

(310) 378-2242
www.akaiswimschool.com
Teaching the South Bay to swim since 1957

Lessons, Memberships, Parties

Akai Swim School, Inc.

Ask about our:  Fundraising 
• Group Parties  

Party Size Pizza's • Catering 

310-325-4864 2955 Rolling Hills Rd. (Ralph's Center)
Torrance, CA 90505

LAMPOST PIZZA
est. 1976

�aiMassage
24020 Vista Montana Ave. #A

Torrance, Ca. 90505
(Corner of Anza and PCH)

310-373-4214
Lic.# 314478, #8413, #6201

Student Rock/Jazz/Blues/Classical Concerts

Peninsula School of Music
31244 Palos Verdes Dr. W. #205 Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca. 90274

310-377-2600 / www.peninsulaschoolofmusic.com

South Bay School of Music
1712 Pacific Coast Hwy, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

310-540-6767 / www.southbayschoolofmusic.com

Instruction For All Ages & Skill Levels  •  Bringing music to the world, one student at a time.

PENINSULA SCHOOL OF MUSIC (310) 377-2600

31244 Palos Verdes Dr. West, #205, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 | (310) 377-2600
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Photo image of Rancho Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music student posing with his guitar in one of our classrooms.
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SUMMER CAMP

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS

CLASSES & PROGRAMS

PRE-SCHOOL MUSIC
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NEWSLETTER

(Subscribe to our Newsletter)

RECITALS

STUDENT CONCERT (Set List)

ADULT GARAGE BAND 101

PHOTOS & VIDEO COMMUNITY

ABOUT US

Photo image of �ve year old piano student performing duet with piano teacher at Peninsula School of Music recital held in Long Beach California

LESSONS OFFERED:

Piano Lessons | Voice Lessons | Guitar Lessons | Bass Lessons | Drum Lessons | Saxophone Lessons | Flute Lessons | Clarinet Lessons | Trumpet Lessons

MUSIC TEACHERS

Piano Teachers | Voice Teachers | Guitar Teachers | Bass Teachers | Drum Teachers | Saxophone Teachers | Flute Teachers | Clarinet Teachers

GROUP CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

Adult Rock Camp at

Guitar School on the Promenade

at Promenade On The Peninsula Center Mall in Rolling Hills Estates in conjunction with Alva's Music

 

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music is located in the Golden Cove Center, at the corner of Hawthorne and Palos Verdes Drive West, in Rancho Palos Verdes, California.

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music serves the communities of Rancho Palos Verdes, Rolling Hills, Palos Verdes Estates, Rolling Hills Estates, Palos Verdes Peninsula, Redondo Beach, Torrance, Gardena, Lomita, Wilmington, Harbor City and San Pedro
  
  

Music Camps 2011

Click Here For 2011 Priority Registration                                             

ADULTS ONLY

"GARAGE BAND 101"

Adult Rock Band Classes

click here

Register For Winter - Call Today!

Convenient after school and after work lesson times are available.

"Caleb has been taking guitar at the Colburn School of Performing Arts in downtown LA, so my expectations of a music school are high. Those expectations have been met at Peninsula School of Music. The instructors are serious about music and Caleb loved to participate in the semi-annual jam/recital session."
- Sharon C., Palos Verdes Estates, California

More Testimonials

Learn to Play Music Now

Ask yourself this question:
“How would it feel to be able to play an instrument right now?”
Awesome! That’s the usual answer. Imagine the amazed look on your friends and family’s faces if you picked up your instrument right this instant and started playing yours and everyone’s favorite songs with no e�ort whatsoever.
Even for someone with no prior musical experience our easy to follow instruction makes learning uncomplicated and fun – pretty much e�ortless.

Every instructor at Peninsula School of Music is committed to �nding the approach that works best for each person, and is patient and encouraging. Students can work at their own pace so they never have to feel stressed out.
Pick the style of music and songs you want to play. Whether it’s songs from the Rock Band and Guitar Hero video games, classical, jazz, blues – you name it, we’ll teach it.

Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday, 2 - 9 PM Saturday and Sunday, 9 AM - 6 PM

Alternate lesson times are sometimes available depending on individual instructor schedules. Call us with your speci�c time requests.

Rates, Schedule & Fees

1/2 hour = $30 = $120 per month (four weeks)
1 hour = $60 = $ 240 per month (four weeks)
Some rates may vary depending on invdividual instructor's speciaties.

back to top

Image of Best New Business Award awarded to Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music by vote of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce in 2006

Recognition and Awards

Peninsula School of Music was voted "Best New Business" by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce in 2006. Find out more about us. Call (310) 377-2600 to schedule an appointment today.

back to top

Partial List of Music Teachers
Drum Teachers

Instructor: Gregory Scott Alban
Teaches: Drum Set,  Percussion, Drum technique

Notes: His teachers include jazz legends Joe Morello, Richard Wilson; conga master Jerry Steinholtz; Chuck Flores, Joe Porcaro

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes. Read more about drum teacher Gregory Scott Alban...
 

Instructor: Je� Perez
Teaches: Drum Set, Hand Drums, Ethnic Percussion

Specialties: drum set for beginners and all ages, hand drumming, ethnic percussion
Bands: Boomer McLennan & the Rhythm Rangers

Other notes: Endorses Ford Drums, Supernatural Cymbals, Los Cabos Drumsticks, The Kelly Shu, The Cympad, Future Sonics In-Ear Monitors

Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes ONLY

Instructor: Allan Ellis
Teaches: Vibraphone, Drums & Percussion

Specialties: Vibraphone and drum set

Styles: jazz, rock, blues, bossa nova, funk
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes ONLY
 

Instructor: Keith Larsen
Teaches: Drum Set, Hand Drums, Ethnic Percussion

Bands: Oedipus

Endorses: Soultone Cymbals
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

back to top
Guitar Teachers
Instructor: Stephanie Pickard
Teaches: Beginner guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Rock, "Shred" Heavy Metal
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes only  

Instructor: Dan Krier
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Ukulele, Improvisation
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Bands: The Black Plate Kings
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Storm Rhode
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Improvisation
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes only
 

Instructor: Chris Price
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp

Bands: Automatic Music Explosion
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Mark Fitchett

www.mark�tchett.net

Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Banjo, Composition, Improvisation, Rock School Summer Camp

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Ahead of the Curve Coaching Program, Composition & Arranging, Jazz Chord Melody, Fusion/Metal Jazz, Standard Jazz, Advanced Placement Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Bands: Cult of the Wrong Note, The Mark Fitchett Sextet, Stephanie James and the Mark Fitchett Band, The Campbell Brothers.  Hear Mark Fitchett's fusion acid jazz instrumental guitar rock band Cult of the Wrong Note on CD Baby...

See and hear

Mark Fitchett on Amazon...

Mark Fitchett on ReverbNation...

Mark Fitchett on AudioSparx...
 

Instructor: Ryan Faye
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Ska, reggae, funk, rock

Locations: Redondo Beach ONLY

Bands: Too Rude ... "a �ve-piece band reminiscent of the Clash meets the Bad Brains"

See and hear:

Too Rude on Amazon...

Too Rude on CD Universe...

 

 

 

Instructor: James Christopher
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Bands: The James Christopher Band

Specialties: Jazz, bossa nova, rock

Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Tim Wingate
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Jazz, music theory

Locations: Redondo Beach ONLY

back to top
Piano Teachers

Instructor: Leslie Sharp
Teaches: Piano & Voice
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Broadway
Specialties: Vocal technique, sight reading, music theory tutoring (all instruments), piano accompanist, jazz trio

Bands: The Leslie Sharp Jazz Trio
Locations: Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Leeora Kronen
Teaches: Chord-style piano, improvisation, composition

Styles: Jazz, Pop

Specialties: Beginner piano, very young children, pre-school music class, early level Certi�cate of Merit
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Lisa Kato

Teaches: Piano, Improvisation, Technique
Styles: Classical, Pop, Jazz
Specialties: Classical technique, rock piano, classical music theory, jazz piano theory, Certi�cate of Merit Preparatory through Advanced Level, MTAC state convention winners, studied with Boris Berlin protege Victor Alexee�
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 Instructor: Chuck Turner
Teaches: Jazz piano, guitar & jazz band
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop
Specialties: Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: John Turner

Teaches: Piano, Technique, Theory
Styles: Classical, Pop
Specialties: Beginner piano, classical music theory, preparation for Certi�cate of Merit and National Piano Guild exams
Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Susan High

Teaches: Beginner through MTAC Certi�cate of Merit Advanced Panel level, piano technique, piano theory
Styles: classical and pop
Specialties: beginner through advanced piano, special needs piano students, classical music theory, studied with concert pianist Peter Serkin
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

Instructor: Kay Ballard
Teaches: beginner piano

Styles: classical

Specialties: beginner, very young children, special needs piano students
Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Erika Snow
Teaches: beginner piano

Styles: classical

Specialties: solfeggio, beginner, very young children, special needs piano students
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes and Redondo Beach

back to top
Bass Teachers

Instructor: Russell Lollis
Teaches: Electric & Upright Bass & Guitar

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country, New Orleans

Specialties: Jazz improvisation
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Anthony Shadduck
Teaches: Electric bass, upright bass  and guitar

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country, New Orleans

Specialties: Jazz improvisation
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

Instructor: Mark Fitchett

Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Banjo, Composition, Improvisation, Rock School Summer Camp

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Composition and Arranging, Jazz Chord Melody, Fusion/Metal Jazz, Standard Jazz, Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
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Voice Teachers

Instructor: Leslie Sharp
Teaches: Piano & Voice
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Broadway
Specialties: Vocal technique, sight reading, music theory tutoring (all instruments), piano accompanist, jazz trio

Bands: The Leslie Sharp Jazz Trio
Locations: Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

 

 

 

 

 

back to top
Woodwinds Teachers (Saxophone, Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet)

Instructor: Terje Lie
Teaches: Saxophone, clarinet, �ute, trumpet, guitar
Styles: Jazz, blues, rock, pop, funk
Specialties: music theory tutoring (all instruments)

Recordings: Urban Vacation (2009), produced by Je� Lorber and multi-grammy winner Jimmy Haslip of the Yellowjackets. Read Starportrait review of Urban Vacation. Buy Urban Vacation on Amazon !
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Mike Resnick
Teaches: Saxophone, clarinet, �ute
Styles: Jazz, blues, rock, pop, funk
Specialties: music theory tutoring (all instruments)
Locations: Long Beach ONLY
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Group Lessons Versus Private Lessons

Group classes include pre-school music, and accomodating two family members simultaneously (father & son, two siblings, mother & daughter, etc.) with one instructor. There are workshops and jam sessions open to all students currently enrolled. The All Ages Jazz Jam - o�ered in the Fall and Summer - gives music students the opportunity to play together as a group and learn jazz improvisation in an ensemble setting.

We still don't charge a registration fee but require new students to come in and register before starting lessons. We supply the majority of guitar and bass instructional material at a very low cost to the student, so you don't have to worry about �nding and buying books and materials. Click Here for information on Getting the Most Out of Music Lessons.

back to top

Preschool Music Classes

Photo image of pre-school music students ages 2 through 4 in classroom at Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music with piano keyboard note assignment

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music o�ers preschool music classes designed to encourage the musical development and appreciation in children ages two through four. In this group setting, children take critical �rst steps towards socialization, cooperation and group interaction skills. At the same time they are involved in a discipline that develops the brain, intellect and motor skills; improves listening and concentration skills; and enhances math and literacy skills.

Our pre-school music students enjoy the hands-on experience of music.  The children participate in fun musical activities, games and exercises that encourage sensory awareness and support the unique learning styles of their age group.

Through Sound - Hearing, vocalizing, speaking and singing; Improving language, vocal & speech development, memorization skills; Through Sight - Visual games, drawing and coloring, identifying music symbols; Learning spatial relationships & memorization skills;  Through Movement - Dancing, timing and rhythm games; Improving motor skills, timing, balance, spatial concepts & coordination

Children will learn music symbol identi�cation, rhythm, counting, and improvisation while developing basic music skills through encouraged exploration of their individual creative sides. They will learn various musical concepts on keyboards, guitars, stringed instruments and percussion as well as be exposed to other types of instruments and musical styles.

Through singing, moving, listening, and playing musical instruments, our goal is to inspire a love of music that will stay with a child for life.

back to top

Why Take Lessons at Peninsula School of Music?

Here are some of the reasons more parents and students choose our music schools:

   1. Music & The Brain
   2. All Styles Taught - Students get to choose the kind of music they want to learn.
   3. Jazz, Rock & Blues Concerts - We have our very own "School of Rock." For our student recitals we put together a professional band, borrow a venue, and put together a program of student performances on a Sunday afternoon. This an ongoing event up to four times a year. We also do smaller informal in-studio recitals for the less experienced students. These recitals are open to all instrumentalists as well as vocalists. Typically, our shows have a wide variety of musical styles. It is not unusual to hear for example, a heavy metal song followed by something jazzy then followed by a blues number. The students get to choose the music they want to perform. (See a typical set list)
   4. Classical Recitals - Students present various levels of piano recitals throughout the year.
   5. Pre-School Music Classes - Read what parents are saying about our Pre-School Music Program...
   6. Guitar School Instructional Material - The school supplies the guitar and bass students with the necessary material for a low fee, so there is usually no need to buy any extra books.
   7. Fall, Spring & Summer Jazz Series - The All Ages Jazz Jam is a structured music class which instructs students on the art of ensemble improvisation, vis a vis jazz, bossa nova and funk styles.         
   8. Adult Garage Band 101 -
   9. Workshop Classes - Blues, Jazz, Improvisation

back to top

Why Sign Up for Music Lessons Today?
Ask yourself these 3 questions:
"How would it feel seeing your child (or yourself ) learn to play a musical instrument?"
"How much enjoyment will playing music will bring to your child throughout their life?"
"Is it better to start now or keep putting it o�?"
Playing music is a productive, educational activity that contributes to the development of intellect, motor skills, self-esteem and discipline.

Not to mention that it is a creative activity, making better use of time than the internet and most importantly FUN!

There is limited availability as our amazingly popular instructors �ll their schedules fast. Call (310) 377-2600 now and reserve your slot for piano, guitar, drums, voice, bass, or woodwinds lessons today.

Here are the results of an informal poll conducted by our instructors answering the question "Why do you want to take music classes?"  The answer is...

back to top

Guitar Lessons http://theguitarschool.com
These are some of the guitar styles our instructors teach at Peninsula School of Music's Guitar School:
Modern Rock — R & B — Camp�re Guitar — Country — Pop — Folk — Blues — Gospel — Swing — Rockabilly — Funk — Punk — Classic Rock — Metal — Reggae — Ska— Classical — Jazz — Fingerstyle Guitar
We believe that the majority of students get more out of their lessons, and progress at a much faster rate if they can learn the styles of music that they love. Every student is taught the same fundamentals in regards to music theory. The only di�erence is, is that one person may be taught their "do re mi's" with their favorite rock band while another may learn the same basic theory, but with Mozart.

Intermediate & Advanced Guitar Students

Beyond the basics, many guitarists feel that they aren't progressing fast enough in their knowledge and playing abilities; or that what they've learned seems scattered and unrelated.

With special emphasis toward the self-taught guitarist, our more advanced instruction is designed to "�ll in the gaps." Blues, rock and jazz improvisation; performance skills, and practical music theory are the order of the day. Topics include improvisational techniques, scales beyond the pentatonic/blues scales, phrasing, chord progressions, progressive scale techniques, left and right hand technique, triads, arpeggios, intervals, advanced chord forms, rhythm, scale and chord theory, de�nitions, transposition and musical styles.
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Bass Lessons

All of the guitar styles are also taught on the bass. Everything in the "For The More Experienced" applies equally to the more advanced bass student. Slap bass, Funk, Jazz/Blues walking bass are popular styles among bass students. Our bass students are taught to interact with drummers and guitarists. Emphasis is placed on the ability to create bass lines and grooves.
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Ask yourself this question:
“How would it feel to be able to play an instrument right now?”
Awesome! That’s the usual answer. Imagine the amazed look on your friends and family’s faces if you picked up your instrument right this instant and started playing yours and everyone’s favorite songs with no e�ort whatsoever.
Even for someone with no prior musical experience our easy to follow instruction makes learning uncomplicated and fun – pretty much e�ortless.
Every instructor is committed to �nding the approach that works best for each person, and is patient and encouraging. Students can work at their own pace so they never have to feel stressed out.
Pick the style of music and songs you want to play. Whether it’s songs from the Rock Band and Guitar Hero video games, classical, jazz, blues – you name it, we’ll teach it.

All Ages
Peninsula School of Music o�ers programs for everyone, from very young children through working adults and retired senior citizens

All Skill Levels
Instructors are quali�ed to teach beginner to advanced students.

All Styles
We teach all styles of music so you get to choose what most interests you as a student.
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What Can We Do For You?
At Peninsula School of Music, we are dedicated to providing our students with the best possible learning environment. Our highly knowledgeable teachers are committed to �nding the approach that works best for each individual.

Instruction is on a one-on-one basis.

Whether a student just wants to learn enough to have fun playing a few favorite songs, or is an aspiring professional, our instructors will develop a customized music lesson plan especially tailored to �t their speci�c musical needs and interests. Our instructors include university graduates, as well as working professionals with many years of performing, recording and teaching experience.
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Piano Lessons

The Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music Piano Program

All piano students at Peninsula School of Music are assisted in developing and working towards musical goals. Following are programs which are available for students in the piano program at the school:

Piano Recitals
Quarterly recitals in front of a warm and receptive audience of other students and their families provide a non-threatening opportunity for piano students of all ages and ability levels to perform. Regular recitals (held in both Redondo Beach and Long Beach locations) are wonderful opportunities which keep even the most timid students on track towards their musical goals. All students are given thorough instruction on memorization of piano pieces, practice routines at home, recital dress, behavior and performance practices before giving their �rst "public" performance. photos

Music Teachers Association of California - Long Beach and South Bay Branches
Eligible classical and jazz piano students may compete for scholarships and other honors o�ered by the Music Teachers Association of California's South Bay / Redondo Beach and Long Beach branches. Music Teachers Association -South Bay and Long Beach branches o�er a range of competitive and non-competitive opportunities for student growth. Following are just some of the programs which are available:

Certi�cate of Merit
Southern California Junior Bach Festival
Music Teachers Association Long Beach & South Bay Branch Recitals
Composers Today
Adult Performance Seminar

Piano Concerto Competition - Music Teachers' Association of California
Solo Piano Competition - Music Teachers' Association of California

Piano Sonata / Sonatina Festival

High-achieving piano students may also be invited to perform at the annual Music Teachers Association State Convention. Extremely exceptional piano students may audition for Young Artist Guild (YAG) and Young Composers Guild (YCG) through the Music Teachers Association (see www.MTACLB.org to �nd out more about YAG and YCG).

Southwestern Youth Music Festival (SYMF)
Piano students with strong performance skills (age 7 - 25) compete in the annual Southwestern Youth Music Festival. This extremely popular event draws over 3,400 students each year from all over Southern California to compete for prizes in piano, strings, woodwinds and vocal divisions.

National Piano Guild Auditions
All eligible piano students participate in annual National Piano Guild Auditions. This venerable program began in the 1930's and is popularly known as "National Piano Guild". Guild "Auditions" are sponsored by the National Guild of Piano Teachers division of the American College of Musicians, and are held by appointment only in selected locations in the Redondo Beach / Long Beach areas May through June of each year.

Piano Teachers at The Piano Program
Our piano teachers are members of the Music Teachers Association of California, the National Guild of Piano Teachers (American College of Musicians), and Southwestern Youth Music Festival, and are well-versed in the curriculum and performance requirements for National Piano Guild, Southwestern Youth Music Festival, Certi�cate of Merit, and other above-mentioned programs.

Music Theory Tutoring For All Instruments
Tutoring for AP music theory high school students is o�ered at Peninsula School of Music.  Partial Listing of Music Theory Topics:four-part writing, modal counterpoint, tonal counterpoint, key signatures, scales, chord progressions, chords triads-13ths, arpeggios, intervals, advanced chord voicings, rhythm, scale and chord theory, de�nitions, eartraining, sight-singing, use of modes in composition, song writing and arranging.

We also o�er tutoring for beginning music theory students.
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Autism Spectrum Disorder and Other Special Needs Students

In the last 10 years at South Bay School of Music (�ve years at Long Beach and four years at Peninsula School of Music), our instructors have had many opportunities to work with special needs children, especially those with autism spectrum disorder.

Our music schools are run with the philosophy that all students are not alike and should be educated in the way that is most helpful to the student; that group or classroom instruction is not as individualized as most students need in order for them to achieve the greatest success; and �nally, that all instruction should be on a one-on-one basis so as to fully focus on a students speci�c needs and interests.

This customized approach to teaching �ts the special needs students since no one program or approach will bene�t all students, special needs or not. One-on-one music lessons in a regular music school environment are an opportunity for these students to participate in a mainstream activity without the distraction of other students in the room. Some of our instructors have taught for Pedriatic Therapy Network's "Camp Escapades" held at Seaside Elementary School in Torrance.

Pictured here: Peninsula School of Music owner Mark Fitchett giving a lecture at the Autistic Society of Long Beach
back to top

School Band Instruction

Jazz Band | Orchestra | Marching Band
Peninsula School of Music o�ers instruction on the following band instruments:

Woodwinds Baritone Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Alto Saxophone, Soprano Saxophone, Flute, Piccolo, Clarinet; Brass Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone Horn, Tuba

Percussion; Strings Double Bass, Cello, Viola, Violin

Director of Band Music Programs: Terje Lie  | www.terjelie.com
Private music lessons are essential to a young musician’s growth. Often the only musical
instruction students receive is from a public school’s band director, faced with too many kids in the music class and a limited amount of time to devote to each individual student. To really progress, a student needs private, one-on-one instruction in conjunction with what instruction is o�ered in primary school programs.
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Summer Guitar Workshop

Guitar e�ects; what they are and how to use them
Playing in a jam band (click here to see video)
Soloing technique
Improvisation
Styles
Piano Technique for Guitarists
Jamming The Blues

Summer Camps
Instructor and Guest Performances
The instructors perform small informal shows to expose the students to di�erent styles of music. Other musical guests (subject to availability) will also perform.

Jam Sessions
For the intermediate to advanced students; this will be an opportunity to get together with other student musicians and play. All students are welcome to come and listen.

Consultations
There are instructors available (in person or by phone) if students need extra help on their assignments.
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mark yourCalendars
Friday, July 15, 8:00 p.m.   
RIO EXTRAVAGANZA - Sydney Maria’s Oba Oba International Rio 
Extravaganza is a high energy, authentic and exciting live presen-
tation of Brazilian culture through music, costumes, dance, food, 
and festivities. A thrilling trip to Rio de Janeiro without the need of 
a passport!
James Armstrong Theatre
 

Friday, July 22 and Saturday July 23, 8 p.m.  
ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (The Aerospace 

Players)
This 1959 Broadway musical is the retell-

ing of The Princess and The Pea, the 
story about a queen who was so 
insistent that her son marry a true 
princess she devised a test that 
would prove her physical sensitivity.
James Armstrong Theatre 

Friday, July 22, 8:00 p.m. 
King Lear, Shakespeare in the Park

The ultimate family drama: intimate 
and explosive, tender and heartrend-

ing, a supreme masterpiece and a triumph 
of dramatic imagination. Bring a blanket, a 
picnic dinner and enjoy FREE Shakespeare 

under the stars! For more information visit 
www.shakespearebythe sea.org. 
Charles Wilson Park, next to the pond

Saturday, July 23, 8:00 p.m. 
Much Ado About Nothing, Shakespeare in 
the Park
A classic romantic comedy about the battle 

of the sexes: Beatrice and Benedick create fireworks as they fight 
mutual attraction with razor-edged wit. Bring a blanket, a picnic 
dinner and enjoy FREE Shakespeare under the stars! For more 
information visit www.shakespearebythe sea.org. 
Charles Wilson Park, next to the pond

Saturday, August 13, Opening Night Gala, 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, August 14 & August 21, 2 p.m.
Saturday, August 20 & August 27, Friday, August 26, 8 p.m. 
Chicago, Torrance Theatre Company
CHICAGO has everything that makes Broadway musicals great: a 
universal tale of fame, fortune and all that jazz; one show-stop-
ping-song after another; and the most astonishing dancing you've 
ever seen.
James Armstrong Theatre

El Retiro Library Summer Programs
African Masks - Wednesday, July 13, 4 p.m.  Artist Peggy Hasega-
wa presents a story and African masks craft.

One World, Many Illusions - Wednesday, July 20, 4 p.m. Allen Oshi-
ro will perform magic tricks he learned while traveling the world.

One World, Many Drums - Wednesday, July 27, 4 p.m. Marcus Miller 
will explore rhythm and drums from different cultures around the 
world

One World, Many Laughs - Wednesday, August 17, 4 p.m. A special 
August show with Magician Jeff TG

Riviera Village Certified Farmers Market - The Village has a cer-
tified Farmers Market on Friday afternoons, rain or shine, from 3 
to 7 pm, on the corner of Catalina Ave & Avenue I. The carefully 
selected vendors include organic, responsible, and traditional 
farmers from southern and central California presenting an array of 
seasonal offerings. Come taste the flavorful fruits and vegetables, 
meat and eggs, and honey and olive oil. Find beautiful flowers, 
plants, and fragrant herbs. Make an evening of it, and stop for din-
ner in one of the new restaurants in the Village. It's a great way to 
start your weekend and enjoy all that Riviera Village has to offer! 
Oh....and at 4pm "SHOP with the CHEF's" of Riviera Village where 
you will learn how to cook the organic produce you buy!

NeighborhoodNews
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O'Neil & Associates Realtors

DENISE O'NEIL
Broker/CEO/Notary Public

E Pro CRS GRI SRES

"Over 20 Years of Real Estate Sales Transactions"

21213 Hawthorne Blvd. Ste B, Torrance, CA. 90503
O)310-370-1020 . F)310-370-9851 . C)310-365-6846

Email:denise@deniseoneil.com
www.deniseoneil.com

Longtime Hollywood Riviera Resident

"Serving The South Bay"

1870 S. Elena #103
Located in Riviera Village

310-373-5999

Daily from 11:30 - 4:30 • Friday/Saturday 9:30 - Midnight

Conveniently Located in Riviera Village

229 Avenue I • Suite 110 • Redondo Beach • CA • 90277
310-944-9626 • F: 310-944-9615 • Michelle@VillageViewEscrow.com

Michelle Marsico
Escrow Officer Notary Public

e s c r o w

ph. 310.378.4455
shapeshiftpilates@yahoo.com  •  www.ShapeShiftPilates.com

ShapeShift 

ShapeShift Pilates Studio
Pilates & Gyrotonic Instruction

Conveniently located in Riviera Village!

Featuring -
Trinfinity8, the latest 
in anti-aging technology, 
T-Zone vibration technology, 
and Belly Dancing



South Bay Pediatric Dentistry
As a leading pediatric dental care practice we understand the importance of good dental hygiene 

and are committed to providing you the best care in a fun and pleasant environment.

facebook.com/southbaypediatricdentistry & twitter.com/drsfrankandnick


