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www.hollywoodriviera.org

2012 Officers and Directors

The following RHA Officers can be contacted
through their e-mail:

president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
treasurer@hollywoodriviera.org
dues@hollywoodriviera.org
newsletter@hollywoodriviera.org
landscape@hollywoodriviera.org
webmaster@hollywoodriviera.org
council@hollywoodriviera.org
scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org

I M P O R T A N T  P H O N E  N U M B E R S

Emergency Only 

City of Torrance - General Number

Airport Noise Abatement

City Council/Mayor’s Office

Community Development

Community Services

Library Services

Fire/Administration

Police/Information

Public Works

Water Emergency (after hours)

Torrance Animal Control

Transit

Animal Control (L.A. County)

Street Light Repair (Edison)

911

310-328-5310

310-784-7950

310-618-2801

310-618-5990

310- 618-2930

310- 618-5959

310-781-7000

310-328-3456

310-781-6900

310-781-7042

310-618-3850

310- 618-6266

310-523-9566

800-655-4555

Co-President (Programs)  Newsletter Editor
Janet Kaplan    Pam Popovich
310 780-9641   310 375-8729
 
Co-President (Membership)  Hospitality Chair
Judy Brunetti    Nancy Mansfield-Staudt
310 378-5616   310 378-5334
 
Secretary     Landscape Chair
Judy English    Janet Hart
310 378-0361   310 373-6507
 
Treasurer     Public Relations
Cindy  Constantino  Voc  Gregorian
310 376-1845   310 710-9080
 
Online Editor/Photographer  Traffic Liaison
Julian Chasin    Mike Guidry
310 737-6314   310 373-1944
 
City Council Observer  Immediate Past President
Richard Root    Roberta Blowers
310 375-1594   310 930-1322
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       SERVING THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA COMMUNITY SINCE THE 1940s

THE

Riviera Homeowners Association
              P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505

       SERVING THE HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA COMMUNITY SINCE THE 1940s

THE

Riviera Homeowners Association
              P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505

Membership Form
JOIN the Riviera Homeowners Association (RHA) for 2011-2012

Membership runs from September thru August. Membership dues are only $25 a year and, if paid now, 
will be good through August, 2012.  Please fill out the form below, enclose your check payable to “Riviera 
Homeowners Association”, and mail to RHA Membership, P.O. Box 1074, Torrance, CA 90505.  Or, 

you can renew or join online through our quick, secure PayPal system at www.hollywoodriviera.org.

(Please note: Your street and/or email address are never shared with any third parties, and are
used only for the purpose of notifying our members about upcoming events and other important
information.)
Name:             Address:       
City:              Zip:   

Do you receive emails from us? If not, and you would like to be on our list,
please provide us with your email address:
Email:              

Additional contributions are always welcome!  $50  $100   Other:____

P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505 Serving The Hollywood Riviera Community Since The 1940s

Riviera Homeowners Association
the

President’s Message: 
What is Your View?  

RHA General Meeting
Torrance City Councilman Pat Furey

Judy Brunetti Janet Kaplan

$25 Annual Membership for 2011-12 (Sept.-Aug.)

Your dues are an important contribution to our community.  They allow us to provide scholarships to college-bound 
students and donations to elementary and middle schools.  They also are used to finance a newsletter and sponsor gen-
eral meetings on topics of interest to our community.  If you are not a member, please consider joining.  It is a small 
sum, well invested.   

We invite you to join us at our General 
Meeting on February 8th, 2012 to listen 
to and share your opinions with City 
Councilman, Pat Furey.

The topic of the presentation will be trees, 
views and how they affect our quality of 
life and property values in the Riviera. 
This is a subject related to the Hillside 
Overlay Ordinance and  was identified 
by those Riviera homeowners who com-
pleted our recent survey, as the #1 area of 
concern and interest to area residents.

At our October General Meeting we 
heard from Councilman Cliff Numark 

who discussed how the Hillside Over-
lay Ordinance protects views for some 
residents while also permitting new 
construction and remodel projects to be 
approved. Like many subjects related 
to property development, there are two 
sides to every story. While trees and 
landscaping or foliage are not specifi-
cally addressed by the Hillside Overlay 
Ordinance, they can significantly hamper 
property views while at the same time 
enhancing the beauty of a residence and 
providing shade and/or privacy. So, dif-
ferent homeowners may have different 
“views” on the subject of trees and views.

The city of Torrance, unlike many 
neighboring cities, has no ordinances 
addressing trees or vegetation on private 
property. Since so many of our residents 
rated this as a number one priority for 
our community, the Riviera HOA Board 
of Directors has met with representa-
tives of Rancho Palos Verdes and Rolling 
Hills Estates to learn more about their 
tree ordinances and how they work. We 
continue to pursue the topic and ask you 
to come to this important meeting on 
February 8th to further the progress of 
our community to find a solution that 
suits our specific needs and wants. We 
look forward to seeing many of you there 
and hearing what your view is!

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the RHA general meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 8, 7 PM at Richardson Middle 
School cafeteria.  The topic will be “Trees and View Preserva-
tion” and the speaker will be City Councilman Pat Furey.  Mr. 
Furey will discuss city government decisions regarding trees and 
foliage as they relate to the Hillside Overlay Ordinance.   He 
will take questions from audience members, or you can email 
your question in advance of the meeting to webmaster@holly-
woodriviera.org.  If this issue interests you, be sure to attend!

Also on the agenda will be a short presentation by a speaker 
from a group that is forming the Torrance Citizens Committee 
for View Preservation.

Doors open at 6:30 PM.  Coffee and light refreshments will be 
served.

Richardson Middle School Cafeteria
23471 Nancy Lee Lane (off Newton)
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Jon M. Monette DDS Inc
Dentist

1921 S. Catalina Ave #1
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277

Conveniently located in Riviera Village

310-375-3338

attractive smile to your life.
Looking to bring an 

www.dentistryofredondobeach.com

The Marantz Kids

kids2kids Name:  Ella Marantz
Age: 8
School: Riviera Elementary
Grade: 2
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite activities: Art & Gymnastics
Favorite vacation: New Jersey to visit 
family
Favorite video game: None
Favorite sport: Soccer
Favorite Food: Mac & Cheese
Birthday month: November

Name: Hayden Marantz
Age: 8
School: Riviera Elementary
Grade: 2
Favorite color: Green
Favorite activities: Wii & Fantasy Foot-
ball
Favorite vacation: Visiting family in 
New Jersey
Favorite video game: Madden NFL 
Football
Favorite sport: Anything with a ball
Favorite Food: Pizza
Birthday month: December

Photography by CMS Portraiture

If you would like your child featured or know of any other neighborhood kids that should be featured in an upcoming issue please contact us at rick.rizzo@n2pub.com.

petsprecious

The Pets of the 
Hollywood Riviera

Cassidy & Cooper

Annie

Bella Zoey

Haupt Roofing
R. Haupt Roofing Construction, Inc.

ALL TYPES OF ROOFS
NEW ROOFS . REROOFING . REPAIRS

Visit us at
www.HauptRoofing.com

email: Hauptroofing@yahoo.com

BONDED         
LIC.#692361-C39       

FULLY INSURED

SERVING THE 
SOUTH BAY

$200 OFF NEW ROOF 
for Residents

Hollywood Riviera Resident

continued...



9January    Riviera Living8 Riviera Living    January NeighborhoodNews

Conveniently Located in Riviera Village

229 Avenue I • Suite 110 • Redondo Beach • CA • 90277
310-944-9626 • F: 310-944-9615 • Michelle@VillageViewEscrow.com

Michelle Marsico
Escrow Officer Notary Public

e s c r o w

If you would like your pet featured or know of any other pets that should be featured in an upcoming issue please contact us at rick.rizzo@n2pub.com.

Hi!  My name is Violet and I am a brown brindle Dutch Shepherd 
and Staffordshire Bull Terrier.  I am just 1 year old.

I am a small, fun ball of energy.  I have the softest brindle coat 
and am very sweet and playful.  I love chew treats and at a recent 
mobile adoption, I laid under a table so content to just chew away 
at my bone!  

I am at the Harbor Shelter and my ID # is A1255143.  I would love 
to start off 2012 with a brand new family and home.

Adopt a Pet
...continued

QUALITY

SERVING THE SOUTH BAY SINCE 1974

PALOS VERDES DOMESTIC AGENCY
500 Silver Spur Rd., Sutie 305  |  Rancho Palos Verdes  |  310-541-3853

Services include: Criminal 
Background Check ~ CPR ~ 

Fingerprinting ~ DMV 
Check ~ TB Testing ~ Work 

History Resumes

SPECIALIZING IN:
NANNIES ~ HOUSEKEEPERS
Live-in / Out ~ Day Workers

Nursing Aides ~ CNA ~ Cooks
Companion Care

NANNIES & HOUSEKEEPERS

Fantasia Family MusicJohn Brown’s  John Brown’s  

Location of Programs & Shows:
St. Andrews Fellowship Theater  301 Avenue D at PCH, South Redondo Beach

For tickets, go to fantasiafamilymusic.org, or contact us:
fantasiafamilymusic@earthlink.net

  310 792-1122

The musical story of
 'The Princess and The Pea’ 

with some big surprises, performed by actors, ages 7-14!
 

Thursday, December 1, 6 PM
Friday, December 2, 5 PM

Saturday, December 3, 1 PM Matinee
(With Optional Holiday Tea Party!)

Saturday, December 3, 7 PM
     Sunday, December 4, 6 PMFrank Kostrencich

O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.344.8910
fmkost@gmail.com

Mike Mardesich
O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.890.6459
mike.mardesich@gmail.com

We’re expanding our services!
Cobalt Financial has changed

names to re�ect our expanded o�erings
Residential and Commercial �nancing

Rates are still great
Call to see how you can save

HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS 
each month.



11January    Riviera Living10 Riviera Living    JanuaryNeighborhoodNews

John H. Trotter, DDS, MS OrthodonticsJohn H. Trotter, DDS, MS Orthodontics

310-373-0093

Please visit our website @ www.TrotterOrthodontics.com

Located in the Riviera Village/ Riviera Professional Building
1706 South Elena Ave., Suite D, Redondo Beach, CA, 90277

Diplomate, 
American Board of Orthodontics

The Egan Family

If you would like your family featured or know of any other neighborhood fami-
lies that should be featured in an upcoming issue please contact us at 
rick.rizzo@n2pub.com.  

Family
s p o t l i g h t

Brett & Becky Egan
Son: Jake, 10 months old

Photography by CMS Portraiture

Pets: 2 Dogs, Vincent & Izzy (Rescue dogs)

Profession: Brett: Assistant Principal at Ridgecrest Intermedi-
ate School & a Realtor for Prudential California Realty, Becky: 
Assistant Principal at Palos Verdes Intermediate School

Favorite Activities and hobbies: Going to Farmer’s Market; 
walking the dogs along the Esplanade; bike rides and jogs along 
the strand; Yoga; viewing houses in the Riviera and hanging out 
with friends at the beach.

Favorite Restaurants: Casa Pulido, Redondo Beach Brewco, 
Yellow Vase, Wahoo’s and Village Pizza

Favorite Vacation spot: On the lake in Northern Michigan & 
Chicago

Favorite Family Dinner: Pasta with fresh vegetables bought at 
the farmer’s market

What activities are they involved with:  Waking up early with 
our 10-month-old son Jake, playing with Jake’s cousins at El 
Retiro, and swimming lessons at Akai

What music do you listen to: All genres (Pop, Reggae, Hip Hop, 
Classic Rock)

What are your favorite TV shows: Modern Family, Boardwalk 
Empire, The Sing Off, Curb Your Enthusiasm & Mad Men

What is your favorite part about living in the Riviera? 
1. Great neighbors!
2. Proximity to Riviera Village and the Beach that lends itself 

to a lifestyle where we can walk every day to shop and go to 
great restaurants.

1870 S. Elena #103
Located in Riviera Village

310-373-5999

Daily from 11:30 - 4:30 • Friday/Saturday 9:30 - Midnight

                   has award winning enthusiastic instructors that will help you reach your 
riding goals.  Whether you want to learn the subtle beauty of hunters, the think on the go technicality of the jumpers, 
the precision of equitation, or just the confidence and freedom that riding a horse can provide, Seahorse Riding Club can help you reach your dreams.

                          will be structured based on your individual needs and level of experience always with an emphasis on safety.  The beginner rider will 
learn the fundamentals of riding and basic horse care.  The more advanced rider has a selection of show quality lesson horses as well as horses to lease.  
You can trust that whatever your goals are our instructors have the experience to teach you in a relaxed yet professional atmosphere. 

Devon.gibson@verizon.net     |     310.541.5921     |     www.seahorseridingclub.org

English Riding Lessons 
LOCATED ON THE PALOS VERDES PENNINSULA

Lesson Rates
-$60/half hour private* or 1 hour group
-$70/hour private
*all beginners will start in private lessons until they are 
  comfortable to move into a group lesson
Lease programs and fees vary per horse and riding 
program desired.

Children’s Camps
-$275/week  |  Monday – Friday, 10 – 12  |  Ages 5 – 14
-special weeks for children under 5 years of age can be arranged as well camps for groups.
-Camp dates listed on our website www.seahorseridingclub.org or call 310.541.5921 
  for reservations
Birthdays/Celebrations – please call for plans and rates.

“The outside of the horse

is good
for the inside of a child”

Seahorse

Your lessons

With this ad enjoy a free 30 minute introductory lesson or get $50 off your holiday camp.
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In this volatile market, perspective is valuable.  Presented by 
Eric C. Pritz, CFP®, CMFC and Vince A. DiLeva, MS, 
CFP®, AIF® 

2011 will not be remembered as a ban-
ner year on Wall Street. No silver bullet 
has emerged to take care of the European 
Union’s debt problems, and after two 
strong years for U.S. equities, things have 
slowed down a bit. 

It was a tumultuous year for stocks. As 
2011 winds up, many investors are more 
concerned with return of capital than 
return on capital. That is understandable. 
Wall Street faced some powerful head-
winds this year. The debt crisis in Greece 
boiled over to Italy and touched Spain 
and France, scaring the world economy. 
Key heads of state from the European 
Union reaffirmed their countries commit-
ments to the euro and sought to reassure 
investors. Many observers saw as much 
rhetoric as action in their efforts and were 
skeptical that the EU could effectively 
address its debt crises in the coming years. 
At home, our economy expanded, but 
not as much as would be hoped for in 
the typical recession recovery. Unimpres-
sive job creation and high unemployment 
thwarted any housing rebound, despite 
record-low mortgage interest rates. Many 
consumers perceived the economy as bad 
and Congress as even worse, but consum-

er spending and retail purchases showed 
improvement in an economy where infla-
tion hovered around 3.5% and growth 
hovered around 2%. A super committee of 
12 Capitol Hill legislators could not agree 
on where to make cuts to the federal defi-
cit, only months after a drawn-out fight to 
raise the debt ceiling prompted Moody’s 
to issue a historic downgrade of the U.S. 
credit rating to AA+. What would have 
been stunning volatility during most of 
the 1990s or 2000s seems par for the 
course today. We have to hang on, stay 
diversified and ride out the turbulence 
hoping that our stock market can manage 
at least a bit of decoupling from the debt 
troubles plaguing continental Europe.

If your pessimism increased this year, you 
aren’t alone. This is a very challenging 
environment, even for fund managers. A 
recent Wall Street Journal piece refer-
enced that some traders are reluctant to 
make a decisive move for fear of trigger-
ing a big price swing on a particular stock. 
Liquidity has also been reduced in this 
market. 7

While this sounds gloomy, a little per-
spective is helpful. When it comes to 
stocks, it is really about the long term.

This year hasn’t been a disaster, just a 
struggle. The market has seen far worse 

Vince DiLeva Eric Pritz
The Long Term

stretches than this. The S&P 500 lost 
24.06% across the years of 2008-09; yet 
even with all the drama of 2011, the index 
held up with low historical valuations.

On January 14, 2000, the Dow closed at a 
new all-time high of 11,722.98. On Octo-
ber 9, 2002, it was 37.85% lower after 
a bear market memorable for a 77.93% 
decline in the NASDAQ. Yet even in the 
wake of the dot-com bust and 9/11, the 
Dow was not crippled. It rose 61% over 
the next four years to hit a new all-time 
high of 11,727 on October 3, 2006.2  

The blue chips have risen and fallen since 
then, and so have small caps and tech 
stocks. Yet investors can still make money 
in bad Wall Street years; no one invests 
directly in an index, so the potential to 
beat the market remains. 

Alternative Investments. Alternative 
investments like REITs, Long-Short 
Funds, Gold, Master Limited Partner-
ships and other non-equity strategies 
have fared well in 2011.  Bonds have also 
helped protect portfolios during the down 
months this year.

Comparatively speaking, we’re hold-
ing up pretty well. As we bid goodbye to 
2011, we can be thankful that our stock 

continued...
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market is performing better than many 
others. The Dow has outperformed nearly 
all the world’s other important stock indi-
ces. 

How well-diversified is your portfolio? 
From 1990-2009, the S&P 500 returned 
an average of 8.2% annually, yet the typi-
cal investor averaged a 3% yearly return. 
Why? Investors chased performance. They 
got emotional, responded to headlines, 
and ignored fundamentals of diversifica-
tion and patience. They bought at market 
peaks and bailed out at market lows, and 
then they waited for that rare “perfect 
moment” to get back into equities.4, 6

Instead of fleeing the market when stocks 
hit headwinds, the seasoned investor takes 
a moment to consult his or her financial 
professional of choice and adjusts the sails 
in response while still investing consis-
tently with quality as a key criterion. That 

approach may help you ride through the 
next few years and give you a chance to 
outperform the emotionally-driven inves-
tor in the long term.

Do you have concerns about your invest-
ments right now? We’re happy to help 
you address them. Let’s talk about where 
you are at right now with your portfolio 
and the level of progress you are mak-
ing toward your financial objectives. The 
more you understand about the long-term 
behavior and potential of the market, the 
more you realize the need (and value) of 
patience and perseverance.

Eric C. Pritz and Vince A. DiLeva may  
be reached at 310-712-2322 or  
epritz@seia.com and vdileva@seia.com

Citations.
1 – money.cnn.com/data/markets/sandp/ [11/25/11]
2 – www.finfacts.com/Private/curency/djones.htm 

[11/25/11]

3 - money.cnn.com/data/markets/dow/?iid=H_MKT_
Data [11/25/11] 

4 - www.edwardjones.com/en_US/different/principles/
philosophy/long_term/index.html [11/25/11]

5 - news.morningstar.com/index/indexReturn.html 
[11/26/11]

6 - montoyaregistry.com/Financial-Market.
aspx?financial-market=an-introduction-to-the-
stock-market&category=29 [11/26/11]

7 - online.wsj.com/article/SB1000142405297020365880
4576637544100530196.html [11/28/11]

The information presented is not intended as tax, legal or 
financial advice, and may not be relied on for the purpose 
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged 
to seek such advice from your professional advisors. The 
content is derived from sources believed to be accurate. 
Neither the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or 
sale of any security. Article written and provided by mar-
ketinglibrary.net, Inc. Copyright 2011 marketinglibrary.
net, Inc. Registered Representative/Securities Offered 
through Signator Investors, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC, 
2121 Ave of the Stars, Suite 1600, Los Angeles, CA 
90067 (310)712-2323.  SEIA, LLC and its investment 
advisory services are offered independent of Signator 
Investors, Inc. and any subsidiaries or affiliates. SEIA 
12012011-00725.

South Bay Pediatric Dentistry
As a leading pediatric dental care practice we understand the importance of good dental hygiene 

and are committed to providing you the best care in a fun and pleasant environment.

facebook.com/southbaypediatricdentistry & twitter.com/drsfrankandnick

...continued
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Calendar 
of Events

Riviera Village Certified Farmers Market 

The Village has a certified Farmers Market on Friday afternoons, rain or shine, from 3 to 
7 pm, on the corner of Catalina Ave & Avenue I. The carefully selected vendors include 
organic, responsible, and traditional farmers from southern and central California pre-
senting an array of seasonal offerings. Come taste the flavorful fruits and vegeta-
bles, meat and eggs, and honey and olive oil. Find beautiful flowers, plants, 
and fragrant herbs. Make an evening of it, and stop for dinner in one 
of the new restaurants in the Village. It's a great way to start your 
weekend and enjoy all that Riviera Village has to offer! Oh....and 
at 4pm "SHOP with the CHEF's" of Riviera Village where you 
will learn how to cook the organic produce you buy!



19January    Riviera Living18 Riviera Living    January

Sales information obtained from the Greater South 
Bay Multiple Listing Service, deemed reliable but 
not guaranteed.

++ denotes short sale, K&L denotes Kelly & Laura 
represent the seller or buyer.

September 1st – October 9th, 2011 Sales Stats for Hollywood Riviera

Address Currently In Escrow Sq Ft Beds Bath Price DOM Status

5044 Pacific Coast Hwy, TOR 1208 3 2 $599,000 30 Pending

432 Via Los Miradores, RB  ++ 1380 3 2 $840,000 30 Pending

327 Via San Sebastian, RB 1808 3 2 $1,125,000 60 Pending

126 Via Mesa Grande, RB 2487 4 3 $1,159,000 92 Pending

328 Calle Mayor, RB 3900 4 4 $1,290,000 60 Pending

253 Paseo de las Delicias, RB 2723 4 3 $1,325,000 93 Pending

Address SOLD Sq Ft Beds Bath List Price DOM SOLD Price

235 Via La Circula, RB 1580 3 2 $789,000 80  $675,000

5508 Calle Mayor, TOR 1192 3 2 $699,000 30 $679,000

4113 Mesa St, TOR ++ 1690 3 2 $699,000 32 $699,000

512 Paseo de las Estrellas, RB 1432 2 2 $824,000 46 $760,000

4415 Vista Largo, TOR 1508 3 2  $799,000 36 $780,000

452 Via El Chico, RB 1916 3 3  $995,000 162 $850,000

642 Paseo de la Playa, RB 1413 3 2  $895,000 63 $875,000

524 Camino de Encanto, RB 1686 4 2  $929,000 78 $880,000

4002 Bluff St, TOR 3112 5 4 $1,098,000 189 $890,000

423 Via Mesa Grande, RB 1989 4 2 $1,049,000 12 $1,049,000

List Price Sold Price DOM Avg. $ Per S/F # Sold Sq Ft

Jan 1, 2011 - October 9, 2011 $990,760 $963,192 81 $472 73 2039

Jan 1,  2010 - October 9, 2010 $1,026,956 $999,102 61 $500 63 1997

Jan 1, 2009 - October 9, 2009 $1,020,413 $984,689 77 $489 55 2015

Jan 1, 2008 - October 9, 2008 $1,126,093 $1,082,478 64 $559 53 1949

Average Sales

Riviera Real Estate Trends 

NeighborhoodNews

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com
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Hollywood Riviera Specialists!

Kelly&Laura
DRE# 01070091         DRE# 01309575

KELLY - Cell: 310-613 2465
Email: Kelly@KellyandLaura.com

LAURA - Cell: 310-738-7355
Email: Laura@KellyandLaura.com

Mortgage News by: “Riviera Funding’s” Brian Diederich
1801 S. Catalina Ave #201, Redondo Beach, CA  90277
310-989-4041   BDiederich@RivieraFunding.com

Curious What Your
Home is Worth ?
FREE Market Analysis
Call or E-mail Us

Save 
the Date!!

NeighborhoodNewsNeighborhoodNews

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

Cabrillo Whale Watch
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
Take the Kids
www.CabrilloMarineAquarium.org

Botanical Gardens
Rancho Palos Verdes
Explore Every Day 
www.SouthCoastBotanicGarden.org

RB Super Bowl Sunday 10K Expo
Seaside Lagoon
Sunday, February 5th, 6am - 12pm
www.Redondo10K.com

Native Plants in your Garden
Madrona Marsh Nature Center
1st Saturday of every month - free
www.ci.torrance.ca.us/parks 

2011 is the year of the record low mortgage rates.  Don’t expect to see 
a reversal in that trend any time soon.  The Mortgage Bankers Associa-
tion (MBA) recently released its forecast for 2012, which revealed that 
the mortgage rates are expected to be even lower in 2012 than they 
were in 2011.

This forecast of even lower rates may be a little hard to comprehend 
for some Americans given that earlier this month mortgage rates fell 
under 4% for the first time ever and - by some estimations - reached 
lows not seen in nearly 70 years.

“We expect that mortgage rates are at or near their low points, but 
we have been wrong on this call before.” Jay Brinkmann, MBA’s Chief 
Economist, said in a statement.  “Our rate forecast assumes that the 
Fed maintains short-term rates near zero for the next two years, and 

also assumes that mortgage-Treasury spreads remain wide, given the 
current supply and demand imbalance in the market.”  

According to the MBA, fixed mortgage rates are predicted to end 2011 
at a near 4.5% average for the year, and then decline to an estimated 
4.4% average for 2012 and The MBA also forecasts a rise in average 
mortgage rates up to 4.9% in 2013.  

“If the economy tips into recession, rates would stay lower for longer, 
but we do not anticipate they would drop significantly.  If the econo-
my recovers more quickly, even with the Feds Operation Twist, longer-
term rates could rise faster,” Brinkmnann said.

For more mortgage information or to discuss financing options that fit your needs, 
call Brian Diederich, owner of Riviera Funding.  (310) 989-4041 or visit www.Riviera-
Funding.com. 

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

Ingredients 
8 oz container plain hummus
6 oz container plain Greek Yogurt
1 Tbsp chopped fresh parsley
1 tsp fresh lemon juice
1/8 tsp black pepper
1 Med plum Roma tomato chopped & 
seeded

Healthified Greek Layer Dip

1/3 C pitted Kalamata olives, quartered
1/3 C finely chopped & seeded cucumber
1/2 C crumbled feta cheese (2 oz)
1/4 C chopped green onions(4 medium)
1 tsp olive oil
1/2 medium cucumber - sliced
     

Kelly & Laura’s Useful Tips & Information

Direct Donation is a key way to raise 
funds for our public schools. 

Direct Donation funds from the 2011-
2012 school year have afforded Riviera 
Elementary 4 part time teachers!
Let Kelly & Laura help you help our local 
schools!

Spread hummus on shallow serving plat-
ter or pie plate.  In small bowl mix yogurt, 
parsley, lemon juice & pepper; spread 
evenly over hummus.  Top with tomato, 
olives, chopped cucumber, feta cheese & 
onions.   Drizzle with olive oil.  Use pita 
chips, sliced cucumber and/or red bell 
pepper to dip.

Send us your recipes and if selected receive a $25 Trader Joes Gift Card!

KELLY & LAURA
RE/Max Palos Verdes Realty
63 Malaga Cove Plaza
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
DRE #01070091     DRE #01309575

Pay to the Order of: Riviera Elementary: Richardson Middle or South High Direct Donation
Five Hundred Dollars and no cents ...............................................................................................................................

Memo: Redeemable Upon Successful Close of Escrow with Kelly & Laura!

2012

$500

Kelly & Laura 

Hollywood Riviera Street Names Defined - For those of us non-Spanish-speaking Riviera residents, we thought it would be nice to do some 
street translations.  Just a disclaimer first… the Spanish translation may not be exactly like some Spanish teachers might interpret them, but 
here is what we came up with:

Riviera Street Name English Meaning
Calle de Arboles Street of Trees
Via Los Altos High Way
Camino de las Colinas The Hills Road
Via El Sereno Serene Street
Via del Valle Valley Street
Via los Miradores Street of Viewpoints
Calle Mayor Main Street

Riviera Street Name English Meaning
Paseo de las Tortugas Turtles Avenue or Walk of the Turtles
Camino de las Delicias The Delicias Way
Via Monte D’Oro On Gold Mountain
Vista del Parque Park View
Calle Miramar Sea View Street
Via Buena Ventura Good Luck Way
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health
Wellness&

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

Get “Back in Action” at

Receive a10% Discount 
Mention Riviera Living and

Q:  Are you too flexible or too stiff?

A: In my physical therapy practice we see many patients who 
experience spine dysfunction.  In other words, these patients 
have pain in their neck, mid-back or lower back.  Often patients 
are referred by their physician for physical therapy and have 
been given a medical diagnosis.  Although a diagnosis has 
been determined, we proceed with a thorough evaluation and 
perform a variety of tests to determine which type of physical 
therapy treatment is best suited for each patient.  

We find most often that there is a great deal of variety among 
our patients in their mobility & flexibility.  Some patients 
have stiff joints in numerous places and others have excessive 
movement or “hyper-mobility”.  While hyper-mobility can be 
beneficial, in some sports, it can cause a longer rehabilitation 
from an injury due to a lack of integrity in the joint.  A person 
who chronically dislocates at the shoulder joint is an example of 
hyper-mobility.  On the other hand, the frozen (stiff ) shoulder 
is not mobile enough so the approach in treating this problem 
differs quite dramatically.  The same principal occurs in the 
spine.  If a person is hyper-mobile at the spine, we will imple-

ment a core strengthening program. However, stiffness in the 
spine would be addressed with mobilization techniques and 
stretching.

There are many variables to consider when dealing with pain 
caused by too much flexibility or stiffness in the joints.  Addi-
tionally, not all patients have the same body type or cause of 
pain.  It is wise to seek professional help in these situations.  It 
might be a complicated process where physical therapy is essen-
tial OR a very simple problem that daily stretching or strength-
ening could resolve.

For more information on pain caused by hyper-mobility or 
stiffness, rehabilitative and wellness services, call Riviera Sports 
Physical Therapy 310-316-3577 or visit www.rivierasportspt.
com.  We accept all PPO insurance!

Image Sources: 
danlempriere.wordpress.com; healthmango.com.

Tips by Frank Croasdale, MPT

Flexibility
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BUSINESSbeat

People first started to hear about solar panels generating 
electricity from outer space-with satellites launched in 1958, 

then with the Hubble Space telescope and Mars Global Sur-
veyor. The first manned solar powered airplane flew in 1981, and 
successful tests are now being conducted on the Solar Impulse 
Aircraft with the goal of flying around the world non-stop.  
President Carter installed solar panels on the roof of the White 
House in 1979.  President Ronald Reagan removed them, but 
in 2011 we will see a new installation on the President's private 
residence in the East Wing.  In October, 2010, the Secretary 
of the Interior approved construction of two large-scale solar 
energy plants to be built on public land in Southern California's 
Mojave Desert.  Closer to home we have a valuable resource of 
our own for solar power and energy conservation.  His name is 
Grant McLay, president of Solar-G, a division of G-Mac Elec-
tric Corporation.

Grant was born and raised in New Zealand where he completed 
his training to become an electrical contractor in 1988.  He then 
followed the custom of taking an "O.E." or "overseas excursion," 
visiting America and settling here in the South Bay.  In 1990 he 
started his own business, appropriately titled G-Mac Electric. 
"I gave myself five years to make it work and become profitable 
or it was back to New Zealand."  Needless to say, his company 
has been a success. One of his first projects was in Rolling Hills, 
where he established a strong reputation that has carried through 
into many more residential, commercial and industrial projects 
for Palos Verdes and South Bay residents. He is proud to main-
tain working relationships with the majority of these clients, who 
continue to benefit from the forward thinking and expansion of 
his company. While his original focus in the 90’s was on light-
ing design and lighting automation, designing the most efficient 
electrical systems continues to be paramount. In order to bring 
more focus to the huge benefits of energy efficiency and “going 
green,” he formed a new, separate division called Solar-G.

"Solar-G is an energy solutions company, but don’t let the name 
fool you. Solar is just a part of what we do. It is one piece of 
the entire energy conservation puzzle. We start with an energy 
efficiency evaluation for the property to determine how much 
energy is being consumed and how efficiently it is being utilized.  
We then design entire energy systems tailored for each indi-
vidual site and business.  This usually includes grid-tied renew-
able energy systems (solar), energy efficient upgraded lighting 
applications, building automation systems (computers turning 
things on and off and monitoring power consumption and time-
of-use), power conditioning systems and, of course, full integra-
tion of each of these important pieces to the puzzle. A great 
example is a 150,000 sq. ft. industrial building that we are pres-
ently working on. Through a combination of power conditioners, 

upgraded lighting and solar panels, we will reduce the building’s 
total energy consumption by approximately 70 per cent. That is 
a significant savings for the owner, not to mention the positive 
impact on the environment. 

With solar alone, that savings would have been considerably less. 
The successful integration of all energy efficiency options is the 
key.

In addition to these significant energy savings, the 30% federal 
rebate on solar installation has been extended until the end of 
2011, so along with the local utility company rebates of 10% 
to 40%, most clients can expect a 50% rebate off the cost of 
installation. Solar panels carry a twenty-five year guarantee and 
the inverters (devices that convert direct current generated in 
the panel into alternating current which is what we use in our 
homes) carry a ten-year guarantee. That brings the break even 
period (when your energy savings equal your installation cost) 
down to about five to eight years.  Our staff is well versed in 
securing these government and utility rebates, so our clients 
receive the maximum possible benefits of going green.”  

As Solar-G expands in 2011, a major focus will be on imple-
menting their latest business model, which includes; Power Pur-

chase Agreements (PPA’s), Feed and Tariff plans (utility com-
panies purchasing harvested energy) and commercial/industrial 
leasing options. These models are specifically designed to not 
only reduce energy consumption and carbon footprint, but also 
to offer incredible investment opportunities. 

I mentioned earlier that Grant and his company are a "close 
to home resource." To be more precise, he and his family are 
Valmonte residents.  His wife, Venita, Creative Director for 
Solar-G, was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and attended 
the University of Colorado prior to moving to California, where 
she completed her education in design and advertising.  Grant 
met Venita in 1996 while skiing/snowboarding in Mammoth 
and discovered they lived five minutes apart in Redondo Beach.  
They were married in 2001 and now have three daughters.  Kyla 
is eight years old and Tali and Kenzi are six-year-old identi-
cal twins. All three daughters attend Silver Spur School.  They 
bought their present home on Navajo Place in 2008, and have 
enjoyed getting settled in the Valmonte neighborhood. They are 
in the process of obtaining final approvals for a newly designed 
custom home, and plan to break ground in June of 2011.  

We can be certain it will be one of the most energy effi-
cient homes in Palos Verdes.

Solar-G • The Energy Solutions Company
15621 Sombra Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260
310 676-4626 | www.solar-g.net

NeighborhoodNews

Owner - Geoff Graue
Hollywood Riviera Resident

Serving the South Bay since 2004

310-373-3126
www.strandtechnology.net

Computers, networking, servers, on-site service and repair
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garden
of the Month

By: Karen Lent | Photos by Julian Chasin

Outstanding Landscape Award

Landscape Award, Chris and Andy Balk, 405 Via Anita

In appreciation for your enhancement of the Hollywood Riviera Community by the Riviera Homeowners Association and the Riviera Garden Club

OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPE AWARDS are chosen by a Committee of Riviera Homeowners and Riviera Garden Club members. Checkout the website: 
http:hollywoodriviera.wordpress.com. You will find current and past landscape awards: 21 years of them!

Chris and Andy Balk, with the help of Architect Louis Tomaro 
and Renee of Southern California Landscaping, met the chal-
lenge of how to best showcase a spectacular corner lot in the 
upper Riviera. After reviewing several other design plans. The 
Balks’ decided that Tomaro was the best choice to plan their 
dream house.

The contemporary home, on several levels, is very open to the 
view inside and out. The landscaping is a serene mix, incorporat-

ing hardscape and lawn. The entrance side of the home on Via 
Anita includes a green lawn which Andy mows himself, and 
is bordered by iceberg roses. The front hillside is planted with 
fescue. Along the garage side of the house with a steep slope, 
terraced planters tame the façade. Uniform rows of birds of 
paradise, palms, kangaroo paws and succulents give order to the 
different levels. Spitiforum is a backdrop in several areas.  The 
Balks have grown children and are formerly of Manhattan 
Beach – we welcome them to the Riviera!

FinancialFitness

Let’s get a sense of how concerned 
many Americans are about their future: 

Less confidence — The percentage of 
workers who are “not at all confident” 
about having enough money for a 
comfortable retirement is now at 27%, 
according to the 2011 Retirement Con-
fidence Survey. This figure is the highest 
level measured in the 21 years of the 
survey.

Later projected retirement age — In 1995, 
over half of those surveyed in a Gallup 
Poll said they expected to retire when 
they were under age 65, while about 15% 
thought they would retire after age 65. 
But in 2010, the same poll showed that 
just 29% of survey respondents expected 
to retire before they reached 65, while 
34% planned to work beyond 65. 

This lowered confidence and the expecta-
tion of having to work past 65 are due 
in part to the Great Recession and the 
housing market collapse, which combined 
to reduce the savings of many future 
retirees. You can’t control these types of 
factors, but you can do a lot to boost your 
prospects for a comfortable retirement — 
before and after retirement. 
 

Your Retirement Plans?

Time toRe-examine
As a nation, we appear to be getting nervous about 
retirement. We aren’t sure if we’ll have enough money, 
and we don’t know if we’ll be able to retire when we had 
originally planned. That’s why you may want to review 
your financial strategy both before and during retirement. 

Before You Retire: 

Estimate your expenses. Try to estimate 
about how much money you’ll need each 
year of your retirement.

Contribute to your retirement plans. 
Put as much as you can afford into your 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored 
retirement plan, such as a 403(b) or 
457(b) plan. Each time you get a raise, 
boost your annual contribution to your 
retirement plan. Also, try to fully fund 
your traditional or Roth Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) each year.

After You Retire:

Evaluate your employment prospects. You 
may have retired from one career, but you 
could work part time, do some consult-
ing or even open your own business. If 
you think you’d enjoy doing some type of 
work, the added income can obviously be 
quite helpful.  

Decide when to take Social Security. You 
can start taking Social Security at any 
time from 62 to 70, but the longer you 
wait, the bigger your monthly payments. 
Your decision on when to take Social 

Security should be based on the amount 
of income you can expect from a pension 
or your investment portfolio, plus any 
income you might receive from employ-
ment.

Determine your withdrawal rate. You’ll 
need to calculate how much you can safe-
ly withdraw from your various retirement 
accounts each year. Your withdrawal rate 
will depend on several factors, including 
your lifestyle, your estimated longevity, 
your other sources of income and the 
level of inflation. You may need to adjust 
your withdrawal rate periodically.
 
These aren’t the only factors involved in 
preparing for, and living in, retirement, 
but they should give you a good idea of 
what you need to do to enjoy the lifestyle 
you’ve envisioned. 

Article provided by Edward Jones
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Sponsor Index

ALLERGY/ ASTHMA
Joshua Davidson, M.D.
(310) 534-4494

ATTORNEY
Gregory Becker, Esq.
(310) 543-1126

AUTO REPAIR
Hillside Auto Repair
24467 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 373-7676

CPA / ACCOUNTING
Michael Hines CPA
(310) 375-9110

CATERING
Lisa's Bon Appetit
(310) 784-1070

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Dr. Diane Jordan
(310) 375-4039

COMPUTER REPAIR
SERVICES
Computer Trouble
(310) 373-3126

DENTIST
Jon Monette DDS
(310) 375-3338

DENTIST - PEDIATRIC
South Bay Pediatric Dentistry
(310) 378-1283

FAMILY DOCTOR
Palos Verdes Medical Group
(310) 544-6858

FLOORING
Sinbad Flooring
(310) 375-0516

HOME CARE SERVICES
Bright Star Care
(310) 944-6895

HORSE RIDING
LESSONS
Seahorse Riding Club
(310) 541-5421

HOSPITAL
Torrance Memorial
(310) 257-7266

HOUSE CLEANING
SERVICE
Palos Verdes Domestic Agency
(310) 541-3853

INSURANCE SERVICES
State Farm - Chris Gordon
(310) 373-5551

INTERIOR DESIGN
Forteza Designs
(310) 373-8688

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND FURNITURE
Fowler & Moore
(310) 373-6933

KITCHEN & BATH
DESIGN
Kitchen Collection
(310) 540-4090

LEGAL
Gilligan Law
(562) 495-9191

MORTGAGE SERVICES
Cobalt Financial Corporation
(310) 697-3018

Village View Escrow
(310) 944-9626

MUSICAL
INSTRUCTION
Fantasia Family Music
(310) 792-1122

NON-PROFIT
Creations for a Cause
(310) 791-4673

OPTOMETRIST
Beach Cities Optometry
(310) 376-8975

ORTHODONTIST
Trotter Orthodontic
(310) 378-5007

PHOTOGRAPHY
CMS Design Portraiture
(310) 373-5450

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Riviera Sports Therapy
(310) 316-3577
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PHOTOGRAPHY
CMS Design Portraiture
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PHYSICAL THERAPY
Riviera Sports Therapy
(310) 316-3577

PILATES
ShapeShift Pilates
(310) 378-4455

PIZZA
Lampost Pizza
(310) 325-4864

PRE SCHOOL
Coastal Kids
(310) 378-5848

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Rolling Hills Country Day School
(310) 377-4848

REAL ESTATE
Brett Egan Prudential
(310) 408-8155

ReMax Kelly & Laura
(310) 613-2465

REALTOR
Keller Williams - Janet Kaplan
(310) 780-9641

RESTAURANT
Asaka Sushi & Grill
(310) 373-5999

Yellow Vase
(310) 938-1815

ROOFING
Haupt Roofing
(310) 679-6767

SOLAR & MORE
Midwest Solar
(310) 515-1464

STONE AND TILE
DeLorenzo Marble & Tile
(310) 328-8000

SWIM INSTRUCTION
Akai Swim School
(310) 378-2242

WEIGHT LOSS
PROGRAM
A New Me
(310) 379-9626
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CouponAds

BREAST THERMOGRAPHY
Gentle Adjusting  • Cold Laser Nerve Rehabilitation

  NeuroEmotional Technique (NET) and Customized Nutrition

1848 S. Elena Ave Suite D Redondo Beach  
Call  310 375 4039• www.drdianejordan.com

24444 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance 90505

(310) 378-2242
www.akaiswimschool.com
Teaching the South Bay to swim since 1957

Lessons, Memberships, Parties

Akai Swim School, Inc.

Ask about our:  Fundraising 
• Group Parties  

Party Size Pizza's • Catering 

310-325-4864 2955 Rolling Hills Rd. (Ralph's Center)
Torrance, CA 90505

LAMPOST PIZZA
est. 1976

�aiMassage
24020 Vista Montana Ave. #A

Torrance, Ca. 90505
(Corner of Anza and PCH)

310-373-4214
Lic.# 314478, #8413, #6201

“Your Riviera Specialists”
N O  O N E  H A S  S O L D  M O R E  R I V I E R A  H O M E S

Karen Odom and Brett Egan are a dynamic realtor team who represent the Hollywood Riviera.  
We complement each other well with a wealth of experience (over 35 combined years of working 
in the Riviera), a strong work ethic, and an immense passion for an area that our families have both 
called home for over forty years. 

As long time residents of the area we are acutely familiar with the unique characteristics of the 
homes in the Riviera. We have an in-depth understanding of what makes your property and 
neighborhood one-of-a-kind.  This local knowledge and expertise enables us to market your 
property in an unparalleled manner.  We would love to present how our services are superior.
Contact Brett or Karen for all your real estate needs.

K A R E N  O D O M
(310) 714-6344  |  kodom@socal.rr.com  |  DRE # 00587626 (310) 408-8155  |  brett@brettegan.com  |  www.brettegan.com  |  DRE # 01801221

B R E T T  E G A N




