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The Prez Sez...

RHA GENERAL MEETING:
WHEN:

WEDNESDAY, June 8, 2005 – 7:00 P.M.

WHERE: RICHARDSON MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
23751 Nancy Lee Lane (off Newton Street)
AGENDA: Presentation of the 2005 Scholarship Awards plus a tribute
honoring three teachers retiring from Riviera Elementary; they
are: Mrs. Maloney, Mr. Duncan, and Ms. Oghigian. As an added
treat, seventh grader Linda Beigel will also present.
Happy summer to you all. I hope you are
all preparing for a great summer filled
with vacations and good times. Two things
I want to share with you before the RHA
takes its summer hiatus.
I encourage every Riviera resident to
participate in the public meetings that the
City is hosting to gather input on the
General Plan. While the RHA has board
members attending, a high level of
turnout to these meetings would confirm
their importance to members of the
City Council and the Community
Development Department. For more
information on dates, times and agendas,
please visit the City's website at
www.cbaplanning.com/torrance/.
I also want to encourage Riviera residents
to get involved in the Torrance Parents
Organization (www.torranceparents.org)
which has been working with the
Torrance Education Foundation and
locally with Riviera Elementary's PTA in
raising money for Torrance Unified
School District. On June 1st (about the
time you'll be receiving this newsletter) we
will know if the “The Bridging the Gap”
fundraising effort reached its target of
$80,000. If so, our 3rd graders will be
spared a class-size increase of over 50%
(from 20 to 32 students). At the time of
this writing we were already at about half
the goal ($40,000) in just one week's time.
Any funds raised above and beyond the

MEMORIES OF THE
EARLY RIVIERA

$80,000 will go toward reducing class size in
4th-8th grades which also face an increase.
No matter what the outcome, the Riviera
community should recognize Riviera
Elementary's PTA and its Principal, Christie
Forshey, who set a precedent by approving
the donation of $10,000 toward this effort –
and encouraged other schools' PTAs to
follow suit. Laura Kistemaker, RHA
Newsletter Editor-elect, has been
spearheading this fundraising effort and
trying to raise awareness about this and
other issues that will impact the quality of
our schools. No matter what school your
child attends, the reputation of Torrance
Unified overall will impact your home's
value. As Riviera residents we are blessed to
have the best schools in TUSD and with
residents, parents and school administrators
that care as much as ours they are sure to
stay the best! Please visit the website:
www.torranceparents.org for the latest
news on this fundraising effort and other
important issues.
Please join us at our next General Meeting
on Wednesday, June 8th at Richardson
Middle School as we recognize our annual
scholarships winners as well as pay tribute to
three retiring Riviera teachers. It will be a
fun way to end the school year and the RHA
business year.
Have a great summer in the Hollywood
Riviera.....Jewel of the South Bay.

The television was all new and it made an
impression on all us kids. We were the first
generation to be raised by the influence of
network programming. Two of the shows
that stimulated our thinking were “Rama
of the Jungle” and “Tarzan of the Apes.”
It was exciting to see all the trees and greenery as they cut their way through the jungle
to one adventure after another. We were
soon to discover a similar place in our own
back yard: Palos Verdes. Hollywood Riviera
had only a few small trees and not many
bushes; it was mostly running meadow
fields. So we would hike to the barricades.
The barricades were steel poles set in the
middle of roads to divide us Rivierans from
the P.V. area. (Note: They are still there.)
When we reached them it suddenly turned
into another world: tall eucalyptus trees,
brush, bushes and greenery everywhere. As
we wandered over near the golf course, it
really turned thick, just like on television.
So we spent many days playing out the roles
that so impressed us from the television. We
brought ropes and slung them over the limbs
of the tall trees and would swing back and
forth imitating the loud famous Tarzan yell.
We could fashion machetes out of fallen
branches and wade through the thick brush
pretending to be whacking our way through

Michael Cotton, President

Continued on page 2

WHAT’S UP IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Everyone has done something to help, from putting clothes out on your porch for the
Salvation Army or volunteering at a soup kitchen. Everyone should. If no one helps anyone else, where would we be? Someone always needs something, and we’ve got to be
there for each other. My friends and classmates and I at Richardson Middle School
found people who needed something, and we tried to do our best to be there for them.
So we held a “Birthday in a Box Drive” at our school.
Imagine being in a domestic abuse shelter, surrounded by new people, no friends and not
being able to go home? I know that I would feel terrible and would need something to
cheer me up. Sometimes children at these shelters can’t have birthday parties, because
there isn’t enough money or supplies. Wouldn’t it help to have a birthday party and to
know that someone cares about you? The Birthday in a Box consisted of a box of items
that you would find at a birthday party: cake mix, birthday candles,
and decorations such as streamers, banners, party favors, gifts, cards, etc.
I asked the people in our school to bring in these items, and then my friends and I held
three “Box Stuffing Parties” where we put it all into boxes that were unique for a
certain gender and age, so that a child would feel that someone cares and wants them to
be happy. When I put out the flyers for this project, I was hoping that someone would
see them. Then I sat back, and watched the bins fill up! We created about 40 boxes, and
donated them to the 1736 Family Crisis Center in Redondo Beach.
A lot of the inspiration for this came from my 6th grade English and Social Studies
teacher, Mrs. O’Brien, through her tireless volunteer work. Last year for “Make a
Difference Day,” when the wild fires were raging through California, Mrs. O’Brien asked
our class to donate items to families who had lost everything and she personally drove to
a shelter in San Bernardino to drop them off. She is really dedicated, and I wanted to help
like she did. I also was inspired by my parents, who taught me to think of others. If my
mom won $1 million in the lottery, I bet every cent of it would go to charity! You just
have to have a role model, an inspiration, and an idea. That’s all anyone needs to make
a difference!
Contributed by Linda Beigel,
Student at Richardson Middle School
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On Thursday, June 9th, three community
members and teachers from Riviera
Elementary School will be honored in the
Riviera Cafeteria at 3:30 p.m. Retiring
are Mrs. Maloney, Mr. Duncan, and
Ms. Oghigian. Together they have taught
for over 100 years. We encourage the
community and former students to attend.
In addition, the RHA will also honor these
individuals at the June 8th General
Meeting. Please come and help us pay
tribute to them for their dedication to our
community and our children.
Continued from page 1

the jungle. There were gullies and high
places that resembled the backgrounds we
saw on “Hoppalong Cassidy,” and we would
switch games in mid stream, choosing sides
as cowboys or Indians and a whole new
world was opened to us.
We didn’t need to fashion our props out of
the branches because every kid in the early
1950’s had the whole Hoppalong Cassidy
outfit with shinny pistols and all. The only
addition we needed was a long straight
branch to place between our legs as we ran
along pretending it to be a horse.
Submitted by Mildred Garvey, written by her son,
Robert John Garvey II
We encourage anyone who might have an interesting
story or tidbit to share them with us. You may
e-mail the newsletter editor or just mail in the
envelope provided. We appreciate your participation.
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AND SPEAKING OF
PEOPLE WHO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE...
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A note from the Editor...

BEEN TO THE RHA WEBSITE ?
Come take a look for the latest updates on
the Riviera or a look back at past issues.
It’s a great place to check out winning
landscapes of recent years and get
information on upcoming RHA events.
Julian Chasin, Webmaster

SAVE THE DATE!
This year the RHA 8th Annual Concert in
the Park will be held on Sunday, September
11th. Bring a picnic, meet your
neighbors, and enjoy a day of music and
fun at the park. Mark your calendars!

After serving on the RHA board for 8 years,
six of them as your Newsletter Editor, I feel
that it is time to move on. It has been a
pleasure working with so many dedicated
and hardworking people. I pass the torch on
to the able hands of Laura Kistemaker who
will take over in September. I wish everyone
continued success in serving our community.
Chela Cowden, Newsletter Editor

RHA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL GUIDELINE

ENROLLMENT FORM

The Riviera Homeowners Association has been working to improve the way we
track and report our membership dues activities. Each newsletter has the most
recent dues payment information right above your mailing address.
The RHA’s business year begins in September and ends in August; it is meant to
coincide with the school calendar year. The current 2004-2005 business year
began on September 1, 2004 and will end on August 31, 2005. Annual dues
received during this period will be counted toward this period. We hope this
guideline helps you to better understand the dues payment message included in
each newsletter.

Also, please review the membership enrollment form below. If you are renewing
your membership and all of the information on the mailing label is accurate,
mark the appropriate check box and submit your dues. Space is provided for
modifications or new enrollment information should you need it.
The RHA does not share this or any other personal information with anyone for
any purpose other than newsletter processing and delivery.
We will continue to try to improve these administrative functions in order to
better serve you.

RHA MEMBERSHIP FORM 2004 – 2005
If the information on the mailing label is correct, please indicate by marking the appropriate box below.
Amount paid:
3 Continuing Member – mailing label personal information is accurate.
(NO NEED TO FILL IN PERSONAL INFORMATION BELOW.)
3 $20 (annual) +
3 $_____(Other) = Total $_______
3 Continuing Member – See modifications and/or comments below.
Check #________Check Date_____________
3 New Member – see information below.
How did you learn of the Riviera Homeowners Association?
Name:______________________________________
Comments:____________________________________
Address:______________________________________
____________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Telephone:___________________________________
____________________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________
The following officers can be contacted through their email at the RHA:
president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
historian@hollywoodriviera.org
newsletter@hollywoodriviera.org
concert@hollywoodriviera.org
scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org

landscape@hollywoodriviera.org

CONGRATULATIONS 2005 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!
2005 marks the 11th year the RHA has awarded scholarships – totaling $17,000 to 26
scholars – to neighborhood high school seniors. This year we are presenting our award
to four more local scholars. They are (left to right):
• Alicia Fernandez, South High. Alicia will attend Yale University
(New Haven, CT) to study mechanical engineering.
• Alexa Gavola, South High. Lexie will attend the University of
Arizona (Tucson, AZ) to study nursing.
• Anthony Maggio, Bishop Montgomery High. Anthony will attend
the University of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, PA) to study business/
international relations.
• Erin Schumacher, California Academy of Mathematics and Science
(Carson, CA). Erin will attend Olin College (Needham, MA) to
study engineering.
Each will be presented $500 at the RHA General Meeting on Wednesday, June 8th in
the Richardson Middle School Cafeteria at 7pm
Congratulations to our four winners! Best wishes in the coming school year. As always,
we know you are going to be excellent ambassadors of our great neighborhood.
Submitted by Art Wong, Scholarship

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS AT
EL RETIRO LIBRARY
MONDAY, JUNE 27 TO SATURDAY, AUGUST 6
This year, the theme for pre-readers and
children is “Super readers, Super Heroes.”
The theme for teens is “Unleash Your
Power – Read!”
The programs begin Monday, June 27th,
and end Saturday, August 6th. On that
first Monday, June 27, we will have our
kick-off event, Cartooning with Jim
Gilbert at 4:00 pm. The big finale will be
Tuesday, August 2nd at 4:00 pm and will
feature a magic show by John Abrams. A
craft program will be held every Tuesday
from July 5th to July 26th at 2:30 pm.
Submitted by Jay Spradin,
Youth Services Librarian, El Retiro Library
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LANDSCAPE
AWARDS

The Outstanding Landscape Awards for April and May have been awarded to gardens that feature California Native Plants. These
are gardens that thrive on Winter rains and require little or no water for the rest of the year. If you want to reduce the use of water
and pesticides, promote a natural habitat for wildlife, such as birds, butterflies and beneficial insects, and enjoy the natural beauty of a low maintenance, environmentally sustainable habitat, then these gardens are for you.

The April Landscape Award was presented to the Chasin Family
at 148 Via Los Miradores. In April, this native garden was bursting with the colors of California Poppies, Cosmos, Armeria,
Wooly Blue Curls, Artemisia, Yarrow, Purple Sage, Penstemon,
Ceonothus (aka California Lilac) and Heuchera. This garden has
thrived on winter rains and will receive very little water during
the rest of the year. By the way, the Chasin's did all of the work
themselves, with a little advice and help from Tony Baker of the
California Native Plant Society, local chapter. (Tony Baker laid
out the Native Garden at Madrona Marsh.)
The Landscape Awards are presented by: Ruth Vogel and Mary Lenihan for the RHA and
Toni Sargent for the Riviera Garden Club.

The May Landscape Award was presented to George McKaig at
108 Via Sego. This garden was featured on the California Native
Plant Society Garden Tour in April. A brick path meanders through
this delightful garden of 30+ predominantly native plants with a
handsome urn-like container brimming with variegated foliage and
a handsome weathered bench where one can sit quietly and meditate or just enjoy the serenity of the space. Some of the plant
species are: Yarrow, Columbine, Manzanita, Santa Barbara Daisy,
Douglas Iris, Toyon and a variety of Salvias. This garden is watered
about every 4 days for approximately 3 minutes during Spring
through Fall and then no water in Winter if there is rain.

