October 2018

A Message from the Board

RHA GENERAL MEETING
“Community Update!”
Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 7 PM

Welcome back. Hoping everyone had a terrific summer - and found effective
ways to keep as cool as possible.
There’s lots going on that's affecting our community and we want to make sure
you know about it all!
We don't want to see neighbors suddenly look up five or 10 years from now (or
even 1 or 2 years) and say, “how did that get here?” “When did that happen?”
And have the answer be “because we weren't paying attention and things were
done when the city thought nobody cared.”
We hope to inspire many, many more of you to show up at our General Meetings
(there are only a few, held during the school year), as well as give just $25 for an
annual RHA membership. We’re always looking for more neighbors to
participate in our activities, and we can accommodate you with whatever you’d
most like to do: handle refreshments or collect membership dues at Richardson
meetings; help with creating our newsletter, updating our website, or finding
advertisers/sponsors for both; cover Planning Commission or City Council hearings, so that we can keep our residents up-to-date, or even join our Board of
Directors!
You may have time and talents you can offer our association or prefer to provide
some financial support. Whichever it is, it demonstrates you care about helping
keep our neighborhood what made us all want to live here in the first place.
Hope to see you October 17th for our first General Meeting of the year. And,
then again after that!
Amy Josefek
Pamela Popovich
Co-Presidents,

October Membership Raffle for a
case of Wine
Join the RHA through the month of October and
your membership application will be entered in a
drawing for the chance to win a case
of CASTLE ROCK’S POPULAR WINES of
your choice...Pinot Noir or Chardonnay.
The Winner will be notified during the second
week of November and also will be posted on the
RHA website!

All residents in the Riviera are invited to our
general meeting at Richardson Middle
School Cafeteria, at 23751 Nancy Lee
Lane.
How far along are the plans for the huge
proposed Butcher Hill-Solana residential
project at Hawthorne and Via Valmonte and
what is the resident response? Does current
zoning allow such a massive development?
Could the site be saved as open space or
park land? Get the latest information.
“Granny Flats” - Can I put one in my back
yard or convert the garage? A staff member
from the Torrance Planning Department
will provide clarification of the new Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU) State law and
why it’s considered necessary......and other
general announcements.

This is our first meeting of the year.....So
come prepared to renew your membership
or join us for the first time.
Doors open at 6:30. Public welcome.
Light refreshments served
Annual dues will be gratefully accepted

NEW RIVIERA TRAFFIC PATTERN

Have you noticed a couple of new signs (or
traffic patterns) in Lower Riviera? For the past
several years, it seems that Waze has suggested
that Camino de las Colinas is a better
(ie: faster) alternative to Palos Verdes Blvd. As
a result, many of our neighbors have faced a
multitude of speeding drivers (especially at
rush hours) who opt to use our narrow,
residential street to avoid the extra moments it
would take to wait for the light at PCH & PV
Blvd.
So, the city Traffic Commission finally did
something: they installed a small triangle and a
couple of signs, that are supposed to stop any
left turn in or out of Colinas @ PCH. Over the
first few weeks, few drivers seemed to even
notice, much less follow the new rule. But
Torrance Police are now sitting there, and
have begun issuing fines.

Elections It’s that time again,
PCH Fencing: Appreciative
Riviera neighbors and RHA
Board members thank
Assemblyman Al
Muratsuchi for his efforts in
getting state funds to help
remodel the overpass and
install a safety fence
across from South HS.

What an improvement!

DISPOSING OF LARGE HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS
The City allows Residents one FREE
pickup a year of up to 20 items, such as
appliances and furniture, which are too
large for trash bins Call: 855-353-5623.
ILLEGAL DUMPING
There have been recent complaints of
unwanted large household items being
illegally dumped on a median in the Riviera and on other public properties. They
are unsightly and a blight in our lovely
neighborhoods. The City will have them
removed if you call: 855-685-2767.
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and League of Women Voters is - as
always - here to help you make informed
decisions.
LWVTA will be hosting a Candidates
Forum for AD 66 (Frank Scotto vs
Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi) and
TUSD Board on October 18th from 68pm at the Nakano Theatre (Torrance
Civic Center). Doors will open at
5:30pm. Event starts promptly at 6pm.
LWVPVP is having their Candidates
forum on Saturday October 13th 10
a.m. to noon, at Hesse Park. It is for
Assembly and State Senate (Kevin De
Leon vs Sen Diane Feinstein).

Sign up for email blasts at our weblog:
hollywoodriviera.org

FREE Senior Seminar Tuesday Oct, 23rd!

==============================

How to positively impact your
community without even
breaking a sweat:
-Attend one meeting
-Join the RHA
==============================

Torrance Voting Changes:
This past March, the City received a letter
from an attorney threatening to sue
Torrance for alleged violations of the
California Voting Rights Act unless the
City voluntarily converted to a by-district election system. After some debate, and several public hearings, City
Council in June adopted an Ordinance to establish and implement by-district elections for Council members, to begin
in 2020.
For all additional details, including a detailed map of how the City looks to break down into districts, as well as a listing
of which current Council members live in proposed districts, please visit our website at www.hollywoodriviera.org.
Even better, sign up there (Email Subscriptions, right center of page) to receive updates of districting, and all issues
pertinent to you as Hollywood Riviera residents. (That’s also the only way we’ll be able to continue getting this
newsletter to you once we switch from mailing printed copies to sending only via email delivery)
LEAF BLOWERS....HATE THEM OR TOLERATE THEM?

Manhattan, Hermosa, and Redondo Beach all have banned the use of leaf blowers and Torrance is considering following suit.
The proposal has been taken up by the city’s Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission. Previous resident
surveys have indicated a 50/50 response (pro and con) to the proposal and Commissioners agree that more research is needed
before a decision can be made. There are valid arguments on both sides of the issue: Pro-ban because of noise, air pollution,
adverse health effects etc.; Anti-ban because it could take gardeners a longer time at each job, therefore increase costs, and be
difficult to enforce.
Homeowners associations have been asked to help gather the opinions of their residents. We encourage you to contact Linda
Cessna in the Community Development Dept. lcessna@torranceca.gov and let her know if you think a leaf blower ban is a good or
bad idea for Torrance.

South Bay Parkland Conservancy
The SBPC is dedicated to preserving open spaces
and creating public easements and parklands, with
a vision to linking a trail network throughout the
greater South Bay.

We are thrilled that they have joined our efforts in
working towards a more community-friendly use
of the Butcher-Solana site than what is currently
being proposed as the OVER-development of 5story buildings, which will lead to environmental
hazards, even worse traffic, and improper use of
land which is currently zoned for “light
agricultural “ use (allowing for the building of 15
single-family homes.)
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Riviera Homeowners Association 2018-2019 Officers and Directors
Co-President Amy Josefek
Co-President Pam Popovich
Membership Chair Julie Garbe
Secretary Judy English
Treasurer/Newsletter Deborah Naumovski
Historian Nancy Mansfield-Staudt

917-579-5950
310-375-8729
310-378-5831
310-378-0361
310-999-1203
310-378-5334

City Council Observer Judy Brunetti
Immediate Past President Judy Brunetti
Landscape Denise O’Neil
Scholarship Amy Josefek
Online Editor/Photographer Julian Chasin
Hospitality Chair

Visit the RHA Website at hollywoodriviera.org!
president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
treasurer@hollywoodriviera.org

310-378-5616
310-378-5616
310-365-6846
917-579-5950
310-373-6314
(interested?)

The RHA officers can be contacted via email:

dues@hollywoodriviera.org
webmaster@hollywoodriviera.org
council@hollywoodriviera.org
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scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org
landscape@hollywoodriviera.org

