April 2019

A Message from the Board

RHA GENERAL MEETING
“Community Update!”
Wednesday, May 1, 2019, 7 PM

Hello Riviera Neighbors There’s quite a lot going on already this Spring. Strong Winter rains
have washed away our previous drought conditions (although
friends in the fire zones have been tragically affected by this). The
tremendous storms have brought us another Super Bloom year,
and even resulted in us being treated to magical streams of
Painted Lady butterflies for many days in mid-March.
We care so much about keeping our beautiful climate and
wonderful community intact, always mindful of seemingly insatiable
appetites for ever-increasing development plans (leading to everincreasing more traffic), environmental pollution, etc. We’ve
outlined for you a number of the major issues directly affecting our
little corner of the South Bay, and encourage you and all your
neighbors to become acquainted with them as well as lending your
voices, especially at this upcoming General Meeting. We’ll be
updating you with the latest information on anything that’s new and
important to your ongoing quality of life. And, as always, we’d be
so happy to hear from you, telling us what’s on your mind and even
how we can help get you involved with this community we all so
treasure.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Spring Meeting on May 1st!
Amy Josefek
Pamela Popovich
Co-Presidents
2019 Scholarship
As we go to press, we’re in the process of
reviewing the applications from the incredibly
impressive high school seniors who call the
Riviera home (including all who attend South
High, CAMS or Bishop Montgomery). This
scholarship award seems to be more competitive
each and every year.
We’ll announce the 2019 winner at the upcoming
Spring meeting (or check back on our website to
see the announcement). And note this is one of
the big reasons that we encourage residents to
become RHA members, so that we can reward
deserving students who live among us.

General meeting at Richardson
Middle School Cafeteria, at 23751
Nancy Lee Lane.

We'll give the latest update on
Butcher-Solana project plans, plus
what you need to know about local
traffic issues, Riviera air quality,
Refinery hazards, emergency
sirens... and more
This is our first meeting of
2019.....So come prepared to renew
your membership or join us for the
first time.
Doors open at 6:30. Public welcome.
Light refreshments served
Annual dues will be gratefully accepted

Sign up for email blasts at our weblog:

Visit the Riviera Garden Club’s Super Poppy
Bloom circle on Calle Mayor @ Camino De
Las Colinas. And see our website for
more photos.

Emergency Sirens For those who say that they
never hear the monthly siren testing, City staff has
been working with Alertus Technology since Dec.
2017 to finalize plans for the installation of audible
sirens at 8 locations throughout the City. We are
told they are nearing installation and hope to have
the system ready later this year, followed by a
public education campaign. The system will be paid
from a grant by South Coast Air Quality Mgmt
District (SCAQMD), from the fines paid by Exxon/
Mobil Refinery. Once system is fully operational, it
will be tied to our current Torrance Alerts system
and used in extreme emergency situations to warn
the public.
http://torrance.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?
view_id=8&clip_id=13376&meta_id=274450

Butcher-Solana: Our community has been
holding its collective breath awaiting the
Draft EIR (Environmental Impact Report) for
plans for this project, at Hawthorne and Via
Valmonte. While it may be ready by June, it’s
hard to know for sure. We will provide the
latest update at the May Spring meeting.
Meanwhile, here's a link to show the recent
landslide on the property:
http://hollywoodriviera.info/bs/slide

Strategic Plan Meeting: The Torrance Community Development Department reviewed online surveys and hosted resident focus groups for feedback in preparation for the City’s upcoming Strategic Plan rewrite. Participants were asked about their likes and dislikes and what they wanted to see
in the future for Torrance. An RHA rep will be part of the Commission tasked with then taking all of
this resident feedback and other data, and incorporating it into strategic planning goals to help
guide priorities, resources and efforts over the next 5-10 years for the future of Torrance.
The Public Utilities Commission met on February 19th to discuss a possible rate hike. California
Water Co., which services much of the Riviera, wants to raise rates to fund water main and well
upgrades and other improvements.
Residential rate hikes may be in the
10-15% range, and higher for
commercial properties.

Our RHA rep was there to counter the
request and ask why the Riviera
couldn’t be covered by the Torrance
Municipal Water system which is
historically more cost efficient, and
handles the rest of the City. Thanks to
Council Member Tim Goodrich for
the heads up on this.
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Please welcome Steve Gerhardt to
RHA, who has joined us due to his
interest in traffic issues on his street
and in the area. Steve is an urban
planner and great advocate of walking
(check out https://californiawalks.org/
team-member/steve-gerhardt/ ).
Welcome back to the Board, Steve!
Lower Riviera Traffic Issue:
Over the past several years, the
“cut-through” traffic in the lower Riviera
has increased tremendously. In an
attempt to alleviate the problem (caused
by the foreshortened left-turn lane from
PCH onto PV Blvd), the Traffic
Commission installed a “porkchop” last
year at the foot of Camino de Colinas.
Unfortunately (but predictably), while it
limited cut-through traffic by inhibiting
left turns from northbound PCH,
residents on Paseo de las Delicias got
the whack-a-mole affect. And so, it was
removed. RHA is hoping to work with
the City in an attempt to find a better,
fair solution for all Riviera residents.
Keep our Planning Local! - California Senate Bill, SB 50, is
_______________________________ currently being shopped around Sacramento, but not yet

passed. It would severely restrict local planning control and tremendously increase the pressure upon
Torrance to allow ever-more residential construction, and even allow (encourage) buildings to be more
like 7 stories tall, rather than our current 2-3 stories - even in the most residential, single-family parts
of the city. (This may even impact the Butcher-Solana decision). Right now, if you want to keep
planning decisions in the hands of our residents and our local government, instead of handing them
over to Sacramento, call or write our representatives and let them know what you think.
- Gov Gavin Newsom (916) 445-2841 Email: https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
- State Senator Ben Allen (310) 318-6994 Email: https://sd26.senate.ca.gov/contact
- Mayor Pat Furey (310) 618-2801
Email: pfurey@torranceca.gov
- Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi. (310) 375-0691 Email: https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/
PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.php?district=AD66
Know Your Air Quality
The RHA is represented on a new Air
Quality Monitoring Committee (mandated
by the State, to be funded by Torrance
Refinery).
Monitors will be installed along the Refinery
perimeter and areas around the City, which
will measure at least 15 chemical
compound/pollutants, such as Benzene,
Hydrogen Cyanide and Hydrofluoridc
Acid (HF is a highly toxic pollutant, which
potentially presents a grave danger to our
community).
We have invited the monitoring system plan
creators to speak at our Spring meeting in
anticipation of the summer 2019 rollout of
the new monitoring system.

Web: LiveinHollywoodRiviera.com
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Riviera Homeowners Association 2018-2019 Officers and Directors
Co-President Amy Josefek
Co-President Pam Popovich
Membership Chair Julie Garbe
Treasurer Judy English
Newsletter Deborah Naumovski
Historian Nancy Mansfield-Staudt

917-579-5950
310-375-8729
310-378-5831
310-378-0361
310-999-1203
310-378-5334

City Council Observer Judy Brunetti
Hospitality Chair Denise O’Neil
Landscape Denise O’Neil
Scholarship Amy Josefek
Online Editor/Photographer Julian Chasin
Traffic Liaison Steve Gerhardt

Visit the RHA Website at hollywoodriviera.org!
president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
treasurer@hollywoodriviera.org

310-378-5616
310-365-6846
310-365-6846
917-579-5950
310-373-6314
310-614-0258

The RHA officers can be contacted via email:

dues@hollywoodriviera.org
webmaster@hollywoodriviera.org
council@hollywoodriviera.org
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scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org
landscape@hollywoodriviera.org

